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or, in round numbers, $36,000,000. All the ex- 
eg from China, exclusive of Sycee silver, fell 
‘port of $18,000,000; balance in favor of England 
«14,000,000, Such a trade cannot, in the natural 
course of thing continue long, especially as the 
freghts are all earned by European or American 
vessels, and the imports into China are all for 
Chinese accounts and for Chinese consumption. 
The Chinese Government is, indeed, reduced to 
the alternative, either to allow and encourage the 
culture of opium, or to see the countr and itself 
rapidly reduced to*bankruptcy. It has not the 

ower to prevent smuggling, which is carried on 
[ armed vessels, the officers and supercargoes of 
which distribute both chests of opium and the 
Scriptures ; and with the eagerness of the people 
to buy the poison, the trade which ruins the 


country is sure to make the fortune of the smug- 
a trade with China is yet in its infancy; we 
chiefly export thither cotton goods, which are ac- 


quality than the English, raw cotton, ledd and 
ginseng. In 1845, our whole export to China 
amounted to littleover $1,300,000; and very nearly 
the same amount of specie; while the exports from 
China to the United States, amounted, in round 
numbers, to $6,700,000; leaving a large balance 
in favor of China. Other statistical accounts, fur- 
nished by the British House of Commons, show 
an increase in the exports of China to foreign 
countries, but also a ———s increase in the 
value of the opium smuggled into it. The bal- 
ance of trade against the United States and in 
favor of China, had, in 1845, as above stated, 
already exceeded $5,300,000, and this balance 
was settled by bills on London, against shipments 
of specie. 

In 1846 the balance of trade between this coun- 
try and China was, in round numbers, but 
$4,600,000 against the United States; while British 
imports from China had fallen off some six mil- 
lions, and exports to China $11,000,000; probably 
occasioned by their diminished capacity to buy 
either rags or poison. British trade with China 
depends on the capacity of the Chinese to pay in 
cash for articles they can no longer pay for in 
zoods or products of their own; while our com- 
merce with that country being, as yet, largely in 
favor of the Chinese, presents a considerable mar- 
gin to be filled by the ingenuity and enterprise of 
our merchants. Our manufacturers may improve 
their fabrics or render them less costly; our navi- 
gators may reduce the commercial balance against 
us by earning freights;.we may reship a portion 
of our imports from China to other countries; we 
may carry a portion of the British and other foreign 
imports into China, and we may discover_new 
articles of consumption for the Chinese markets. 

It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, that in all these 
respects we are better circumstanced than the 
British, and, in saying that, | would indicate that 
our commercial relations with China are capable 
of being improved beyond those of any other 
country. 

In the first place, our own population and pro- 
ductions are increasing at a far more rapid rate 


than those of England, or any other country. || to these articles, or to the contraband trade in 
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deteriorate or spoil on long voyages. In this will, | 
perhaps, consist our greatest advantage; and, 
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y. We havea new species of enterprise— | 


| the passenger trade from China to California, and | 
| from California to China—opened to us, and are | 





| advantages in the order I have named them. | 


sure to retain it almost exclusively, if our mer- | 
chants and shippers use the same degree of intelli- | 
gence and watchfulness on the Pacific that is now | 
employed to secure that trade on the Atlantic, | 
between Europe and the United States. 


I now propose, Mr. Chairman, to treat of these | 


Our population may now be computed at twen- | 


ty-five millions, and will, at the close of this 

| century, reach in the neighborhood of a hundred | 
millions, without approximating a ratio of den- | 
sity that could impair either our capacity to im- | 
port from, or export to, 


foreign countries. | 


| Alexander Von Humboldt, and other writers on | 
| America, have estimated that the Mississippi val- | 
| ley could comfortably feed and clothe three hun- | 
knowledged to be of a superior texture and better || dred millions of people; and it is not presuming || manship. But the very fact, that the Chinese do 


| 





| 





| paratively new but energetic people, coupling the || 
strength and elasticity of youth with the gravity || 


| 


Our general capacity for increased imports and || 


exports must necessarily apply, also,to the China 
rade, and thus the broadest basis of an improve- 
ment is secured. . 

Second. We have it in our power, from the ad- 
vantages of our geographical position, to diminish 
the distance between Eu n and Chinese 
markets, to spread quicker and more general intel- 
ligence among our merchants on the Pacific and 

antic coasts, and thereby to anticipate wants, 
assimilate tastes, and meet the demands of distant 
markets in advance of other nations. 

_Third. We have it in our power, with the 
diminished distances, to reduce the rate of freighis 
between China and America, as well as Europe; 
being not only able, as I shall endeavor to show 
hereafter, to omenas goods between these coun- 
tres cheaper and quicker than they are now 
carried, but ableyto ship articles which would 


15 


| is the tenacity with which the Chinese, and, more 
| or less, 


| side is the oldest civilization on earth, immutable 


| tion, timid sailors, and a decided inferiority in 


|| the la 


too much to allow a hundred millions for each, || 
the Atlantic and Pacific slopes. The Unitéd States, || 
then, without counting any addition to our terri- 

tory, such as will undoubtedly be made in the || 
course of this and the next century, can support |} 
five hundred millions of people, and is the only || 
nation on earth whose homogeneous numbers | 
will, in the course of a brief space of time, ap- 

proach and surpass those of the Celestial Empire. || 
Considering, at the same time, that the extent of 
our country is as large, our climate as varied, and || 
our productions as diversified, as those of China, || 
we have at once the largest basis of our increasing | 
trade, and the greatest field of operation between | 
mind and mal that was ever afforded to two such || 
extensive branches of the human family. On one 





customs and usages established through the ex- | 
tent of ages; a very high, though stationary degree 
of industry, and great fondness of commercial | 
pursuits, limited, however, by imperfect naviga- 


ship-building. 
n the other (our) side of the Pacific is a com- 
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lished customs and usages. There is no such 
thing as “fashion” in China; it being an act of 
piety in a Chinaman to eat, drink, dress, ride, and 
walk like his ancestors. Nothing in China grows 
old, or out of date, and there is, consequently, no 
scope for innovation. If a Chinese artizan, buried 
some thousand years ago, were suddenly resus- 
citated, and placed in poseession of the tools with 
which he was. accustomed to’work, he could in- 


|| stantly apply himself again to his trade and find 


the same kind of customers. Still, it remains to 
be seen whether in close contact with us, and with 
Europeans, they will be able to continue these 
habits, which, with them, partake of the substance 
of religion. Change their religion, or rather their 
idolatry, and you will change their habits. The 
Chinese have always been the most civilized peo- 
ple of Asia, and overrun only by Tartars, were 
the more disposed to adhere to their old rules of 
life, their customs and manners, as their conquerors 
themselves adopted them from reasons of states- 


not change their fashions as we do, renders it 
more easy for us to manufacture for them b 

machinery. American fabrics would compete muc 

more successfully with European, were it not that 
Paris and London set the fashions, and that the 
European manufacturer is thereby sure of being 
first in market. When our machines, as has, for 
instance, been the case in the article of mousseline 
de laine, are ready to enter into competition with 
them, the fashion is changed, and the manufac- 
ture of the article no longer remunerative. If, in 
regard to fashion, we were to take a little after 
the Chinese, it would do our New England, New 


|| York, Pennsylvania and. Georgia manufactures no 


harm, and keep a larger portion of our California 


| gold production at home to serve as capital for 
new enterprise. 


If, then, we wish to manufacture for China, we 
must not expect to succeed with mere imitation of 
European articles. It will be a long time before 
Chinamen will be induced to wear swallow tailed 
coats, tight pants, or patentleather boots. Hencs 
we must study their tastes, manners and customs, 
and adapt our fabrics to them. This is the wa 
England does now, and this is the way the ** Uni- 





and experience of past ages; customs and habits || 
everlastingly changing great, mobility, actuality, || 
and adaptation to the greatest variety of human 
pursuits, unceasing activity of mind, unconquer- 
able industry, great fondness of commercial enter- 
prise, love of the ocean as a native element, and a 
nautical skill, which is already stretching out its 
hand to grasp the trident of Britain. Can we 
doubt on wich side the commercial balance will 
finally incline? Is it possible for any peasant 
system of statistics to comprise all the elements 
of computation—all the elements of combination 
and permutation of which an intercourse with | 
China—in other words, our trade with half the 
population of this globe—is susceptible? I believe 
not. As yet, we export nothing to China but | 
cotton fabrics, (principally cloth and shivting,) || 
raw cotton, lead, and ginseng; but who shall say 
that our exports to China shall always be limited 


| 
| 
} 





opium ? I am aware that it is not an easy matter | 
to manufacture gogds for China. Not only have | 
the Chinese themselves attained a very high |, 
degree of perfection in all fabrics of a fibrous tex- |, 
ture, but wages in China are so low, living so | 
cheap, and the laboring classes so frugal and simple | 
in their habjts, that the only way to compete with || 
them is by machinery. It is by machinery that | 
the British manufacturers have been enabled to | 
undersell the fabries of Benares, even in India, || 
and that they are now able to sell their inferior | 


versal Yankee Nation, ’’ will do, whenever their 
love of enterprise shall be stimulated by a reason- 
able prospect of success. I have no fear that the 
Chinese will ever manufacture by machinery. 
Their dexterity is wholly confined to manual 
labor, and almost entirely excludes the idea Of 
progress. In a country so thickly settled, that 
the people will not allow horses and oxen to do 
a part of their physical labor, it is not likely ma- 
chines will be tolerated to compete with the wages 
of labor. Besides, as 1 have already remarked, 
the Chinese are a nation of empirics, who invaria- 


| bly failin theapplication of a principle. The¥ can- 


not generalize. They reduce nothing to a system; 


/and being neither synthetic, nor analytical rea- 


soners, lack the method by which discoveries and 
inventions are multiplied, and rendered useful to 
man. In contact with our reasoning, ‘‘ calcula- 
ting,’’ ciphering Yankees, | have no fear but that 
they will be made to feel their inferiority, and, as 


|| is usual in such cases, pay for it. 


I come now to the geographical advantages pos- 
sessed by the United States over all other nations 
trading with China. These are manifold; but I 
shall content myself here with those which.result 
especially from our position. Weapproach Japan 
end the eastern coast of Asia from the Pacific 


‘|, coast, without doubling the Capes; ns soon, there- 


fore, as a direct line of communication shal! be 
established between our Atlantic and Pacific sea- 
coast, we will avoid not only the casualties and 
dangers attending the circumnavigation either of 


woolens even to China. Our manufactures are | Cape Horn or the Cape of Good Hope, but save 


not inferior in genius and enterprise to the Eng- | 
lish, and thereis no species of handicraft, however 


oe ; 
poorly remunerated, that can runa long race with || by a passage thrqugh the tropics. flour an 
r of thachines. ? | mt i own are ever to be shipped to China, it will 


time and expense, and prevent the deterioration 
of such articles of freight as are likely to be affected 
If flour and 


A far greater obstacle to our trade with China, || only be from our Pacifi¢ coast, and not on a long 


all people, cling to their estab- 


| voyage from our Atlantic ie round thee 


| Capes, where their quality would be impaired in 
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passing through the equatorial region. And as to 
the capacity of our Pacific possessions to produce 
breadstuffs, suffice it to say that the State of Cal- 
ifornia alone has this year not only produced 
wheat enough to supply the wants of her whole 
rr but is actually shipping it to the New 
ork market; to say nothing of Oregon or Wash- 
‘ington Territories, as great wheat countries as 
there are upon the earth. 
The sailing route from any of our large Atlantic 
orts to China, either round the Cape of Good 
Tope or the Horn, is from eighteen to twenty 
thousand miles. By the Panama route, the dis- 
tance to Shanghae, via Aspinwall, Panama, and 
San Francisco, is only about eleven thousand 
miles; a saving, therefore, of from seven to nine 
thousand miles, or of fourteen or eighteen thou- 
sand miles, respectively, counting both the out- 
ward and the homeward passages. By the Nica- 
ragua route, this distance 1s still further shortened, 
and by the Tehuantepec: roate, it will be again 
considerably reduced. It is believed that the trip 
from New Orleans to San Francisco, by the Tehu- 


aritepec route, can be performed easily in fourteen | 
days, (perhaps in twelve days, if required;) and | 


from twenty to twenty-five days would suffice for 
the trip of one of our large steamers from San Fran- 
cisco to Shanghae. Add four and one half days 
for the distance from New York to New Orleans, 
(it will soon be performed in four days and a half,) 
and we shall have the whole distance from New 
York to Canton performed in forty-five days. 
Adding further ten days for the passage from New 
York to Liverpool, and thence another day to 
London, we shall have fifty-six days for the time 
a letter would be on the way from Canton or Hong 
Kong, by the American route, to the capital of 
England. 

The overland mail from China to London, is 
generally sixty-five days on the way; so that, by 
the American steam route, which it is intended to 
establish, or rather complete, by the provisions 
of this bill, there would be a saving from a week 
to ten days over the English overland route, from 
Canton to London, But who does not know the 
value of early commercial intelligence, to doubt 
whether Englishmen would avail themselves of 
our American route to China, if it were certain 
that by it they would be furnished with the earliest 
news? As the case now stands, our merchants 
on the Atlantic coast obtain their information of 
China from England. The British East India 
merchant, therefore, is in possession of all the re- 
quired commercial information from ten to twelve 
days sooner than our merchants in New York—a 
circumstance which will always enable the British 
East India merchant to avail himself of the first 
opportunities furnished by a favorable market. 

hen commercial information shall be forwarded 
over the American route, we shall have the first 
news, and our merchants will be able to improve 
the first favorable turn in the market. We shall 
have news from China to New York in forty-five 
days, while the English, if persisting in the over- 
land route, must be content to have it in sixty-five 
days. Who does not see that the quickness with 
which commercial intelligence will be conveyed, 
will serye to multiply commercial transactions, 
and to diminish the risks attending them? 

fn this calculation, I have only considered the 
mail route contemplated to be established by this 
bill, and the routes already established and in 
operation; but what if the projected Pacific rail- 
road be completed, and the distance from San 
Francisco to New York accomplished in six days? 
What, if the subterraneous telegraph line, a bill 
for which has already passed the other House, 
be completed, and messages from San Francisco 
to New York, and from New York or apy other 
town on the Atlantic to San Francisco, be sent 
in two days? Commercial intelligence will then 
be conveyed from China to New York in twenty 
two days, and to London in thirty-two days, or 
little lesa than half the time now required by the 
overland mail from India. The wants of the 
Chinese people, the state of their markets, the 
erops, the demand for foreign goods, in short, 
every thing that can affect commercial transac- 
tions with that distant country, will be known in 
so short a period, that no time will be lost in 
adapting trade and enterprise to the changes that 
may have taken place; and where one or two 
shipments are now in the course of a year, 


u circumstances of no ordinary risk, three 


| 
| 


| 





sce taggin ET LE CE 





|| spread so rapidly, and extend their humanizing 


|| will be as unnecessary in those waters, as it ison 
|| the coast of Europe. 


Se nee 


flowing back to China, yet while it lasts, it affords 
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| or four will then be made with comparative | articles of its own growth, 


| safety, ; 
| It as, therefore, but reasonable to sa 
| new line of mail steamships, as propos 


that the 
, will find 


|| abundance of employment, not only by our own 
1] 


merchants, but those of Europe, and that it will 
| form the most important and remunerative con- 
| nection between the Eastern shores of the old 
| Continent and the Western world. In the absence 
| of large and expensive fleets, the regular visits of 
| our mail steamships to the islands of the Pacific, 
/and to Japan, as wellas to the ports of China, 
| themselves, will serve as a protection to our com- 
| merce, and lend a certain prestige to our navigators 
,and hardy whalers in those seas. Our Govern- 
| ment has been reproached, by foreigners, with not 
| keeping a sufficient naval force in the Indian Arch- 
| ipelago and the Chinese seas, to protect our mer- 
| chantmen, and it has been tauntingly asserted, 
| that but for the British men of war, which act as 
| high constables of those seas, scouring it of pirates, 

our commerce, in those waters, would be entirely 
| annihilated. When our mail steamships shall reg- 
ularly visit the coasts of China and Japan, touch- 
ing at the Sandwich Islands, spreading intelligence 
| in every direction, and increasing wealth by legit- 
| imate means, civilization and christianity will 


t 
| 


| influence so far and wide that the maintenance of 
| an armed force, for the protection of commerce, 


| Our advantageous geographical position, as re- 
| gards the Asiatic mail service, equally applies to 
| freights, Freights are the great drawback to com- 
merce; hence, whatever diminishes freights—that 
| is, whatever renders the expense and time of cat- 
| rying goods less—adds to the profits of commerce, 
| and, to that extent, increases and extends it. I 
| have already shown that the distance from-Can- 
ton to London, by the way of San Francisco and 
New York, is scarcely more than one half of that 
around the Capes; still, against that we have to put 
the loading and unloading on our Pacific and At- 
lantic coasts, when we speak of freights. These 
processes involve great expense and some loss of 
time; and, in a considerable measure, counterbal- 
ance the advantages resulting from the shorter 
| distance. Still, there are goods, not of a bulky 
nature, which are easily unloaded, and shipped 
again, and these weuld, no doubt, at once take the 
shorter route. Bulky articles would, probably, 
continue to be shipped from China and ‘India, 
directly for their final ports of destination in 
; Europe, until.a ship canal is built across the Isth- 
mus of Darien, or, until the greater speed of the 
Pacific railroad would weigh still more heavily in 
the balance of time, and saving of interest, against 
the cost of loading and unloading. 

These considerations; however, apply only to the 
carrying trade between China and England, and 
not to the trade of our own merchants for dis- 
tribution at home, or to the shipments of assorted 
cargoes. Let us have the mail service first, and 

thereby the requisite means of intelligence, and 
| we may safely leave the rest to the génius and 
enterprise of our merchants. It is the exchanges 
of our own products for those of Japan and China, 
| that we must look to, as the principal feeder of our 
commerce with the East; and these—as I have 
already observed—from the extent of ourtountry, 
and the great variety of our own soil and climate, 
are so diversified as to furnish a substantial basis 
for a More extensive trade between two countries 
of the most gigantic dimensions, and almost_in- 
| finite resources, 

It remains for me to speak of another interest- 
ing relation that has grown out of our settlement 
on the Pacific coast, and the wealth and civiliza- 
tion to which these have given rise, within the last 
few years. Already a stream of emigration is set- 
ting toward California, from the Celestial Empire, 
an ss that stream, after the immigrants 
have enriched themselves, is, in part, at least, 











the basis of a passenger and emigrant trade, the 
influence.of which, on our commercial relations, 
is not yet sufficiently appreciated. The command 
of the ocean always belonged to the most com- 
mercial nation, and the greatest number of ships 
were always owned by that people who enjoyed 
_ the carrying trade in the bulkiest articles. k 

| articles e freights and employ ships and 
Sailors; hence the nation which exports 










Bulky 
bulky 


88 A Very deci 
| vantage over those whose Sangean 


' occupy less space, and consequently e 
tonnage. Weare, in this reepext, mies weaken 
blessed by Providence; for our staple articles ae 
| export are all bulky, and furnish large emplo 
ment to our shippers. Cotton, our most vabanale 
| article of export, is, perhaps, the bulkiest articl 
known to commerce; next come flour, grain os 
visions, potash, tar, turpentine, &c. "These 
the basis of a very large carrying trade, and eet 
to our shippers an outward freight. The exports 
of England and France are of a lesiiulky nature 
and consist chiefly of manufactured articles. With 
the exception of wines and brandies from France 
and hardwareand crockery from England, almost 
| all other articles of export from those countries 
though of much value, occupy less volume, and 
therefore, make less freight. A single French 
ship laden with silks, lace, shawls, or other cost) 
articles of toilet, may carry the return cargo tir 
_ dozen separate importations, in the shape of bread. 
| stuffs, provisions, lard, hides, &c., on all which 
| freights have been earned, and ships and sailors 
furnished with employment. It is the nature of 
_the exports from France, which, more than the 
| geographical position of that country, or the want 
of enterprise, prevents her from becoming a grea: 
maritime nation. A cargo of British woolens, 
worsted, silk, or mixed, nay, even of her ording 
cotton goods, is far more valuable and less bulls) 
than the raw materials which make freights for 
England, and occupies, therefore, less shipping, 
and fewer hands on shipboard. Our exports of 
raw cotton alone furnist , probably, more employ- 
ment to shippers than the whole imports into the 
United States from England. 

It is clear, then, that our exports, in regard to 
bulk, exceed by far our imports, and that, conse- 
quently, if our trade were entirely confined to 
merchandise, many of our ships would be obliged 
to come home with but half a freight or in ballast, 
Stull, having an outward freight secured, they 
| could successfully compete with the ships of other 

nations, few of which would have either a ful[Wut- 
ward or homeward freight secured. But, of late, 
another species of trade has sprung up, adding 
largely to the remunerative profits of our mer- 
chants and ship-owners. It is the passenger and 
immigrant trade, which furnishes valuable home 
freights to all our ships bound for the coast of Eng- 
land, Ireland, or Scotland, the ports of the North 
Sea, Sweden, and Denmark, the Baltic, and the 
coast of France. It is precisely those countries 
which consume our great staples and pay the out- 
ward freight of our shippers, while the people of 
those countries themselves constitute the home- 
ward cargo and make up a full freight. 

It is the passenger trade which, in late years, 
| has-added so much to our shipping, and given such 





ascendency to our commercial marine, and | main- 

tain that what the passenger trade has done for our 
trans-Atlantic commerce, it will also do for our 
| commerce in the Pacific. Let a regular monthly 
or semi-monthly line of communication be estab- 
lished between San Francisco and the ports of 
China and Japan, and a valuable trade of that 
| nature will spring up, in regard to which we need 
| not apes any competition. Instead, as is 
| now the case, carrying principally Chinese sdven- 
_turers, indigent laborers, and vicions persons, 
between Shanghae or Canton, to California, Chi- 
nese gentlemen, wealthy merchants, and men of 
leisure, might visit our country and, perhaps, 
invest fortunes in our enterprises. 

Mr. FARLEY. Has not the supreme court of 
California decided that the Chinese cannot be wit 
nesses? 

Mr. LATHAM. Ithas decided thisonly: that, 
under the laws of California, they cannot be wit- 
nesses against a white person, inasmuch as they 
come within the provision which excludes |n- 
dians—a ‘* n who shall have one half of 
_ blood shall be deemed an antien ’*—from 
testifying in criminal cases against a white person. 
I will’ state further—as i see the drift of the 
gentleman’s question—that the class of Chinese !0 
California are generally of the lowest order, being 
sent there frequently by foreign capitalists 68 
coolies, who receivé the of their labor. 
This class are from the scum of the Chinese pop- 








ulation, and cannot be considered a valuable acqul- 
yn rights 
know, havé 


sition to any community. Their 
present serious questions, which, 
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lexed the government of California. || be assured, that its passage by this House will 
rey ve ‘Testa of res Chinese merely ag a | be hailed as the cementing of another link in the 





cturing and trading people, who have 

ee wondeetil capatiy to the arts, and China 
as an Empire whose products we must have. | 
Hence the question, on what terms we may best 1 
secure their trade and commerce, to add to ourown 
national wealth and prosperity ? 

But to proceed. At first, it was merely the | 
hardy adventurer, or exile from Europe, who || 

t 


soug 





perpetuity of the progress, power, and grandeur of 


the shores of America; now, a perfect | 
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the American Government. 


Mr. CHANDLER then obtained the floor, but 
‘yielded to 


Mr. CROCKER, who moved that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 


| The question was put; and the motion was 


agreed to. 









in the revolutionary army; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. TOUCEY presented a petition of Jeremiah 
| Day and othtrs, engaged in literary and scientific 
| pursuits, praying that the works of the late Ex- 

loring Expedition under the command of Charles 

ilkes, of the Navy, may be republished by 

Congress; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Library. 

| Also, the memorial of Thomas W. Powell, and 


So the committee rose; and the Speaker having | E. Moore, praying to be released from liability as 


exodus from.the British Isles and the European | resumed the chair, the Chairman of the committee || security for the appearance of Otho Hinton, 
continent seems to be going on, depopulating || reported that the Committee of the Whole on the || charged with robbing the mail; which was re- 
whole States, and leading to a vast intercourse || state of the Union had, according to order, had || ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

and an increasing correspondence, by letter and | the state of the Union generally under considera- 


telegraph, between the two continents. 


should not similar changes be effected in the | establishment of a railroad and telegraphic com- 


‘te? The great mass of the Chinese and Jap- 
oe pial oe better educated than the masses | 
in England or Ireland. There is not, within the | 


whole Celestial Empire—missionaries tell us—a | 


man who cannot read and write; and the Chinese 
are, besides, an inquiring, imaginative, venture- | 


munication between the Atlantic States and the 
| Pacific ocean, and for other purposes; and that 
| they had come to no resolution thereon. 
STEAMSHIP COMMUNICATION. 


| Mr. McDOUGALL, by unanimous consent, 


some people, confined and restricted merely by || reported, from the Committee on the Post Office 
their Government, and that Government totter- || and’ Post Roads, Senate bill (No. 433) to estab- 


ine to its foundation. When the Chinese called | 
all other nations ‘* barbarians,”’ they evidently 
considered only their Asiatic neighbors, and so 
far as they are concerned, the Chinese had a right | 
to boast of their superiority. They understand 
political economy and all other sciences better | 
than any of their Asiatic neighbors; they are more | 
enterprising, more industrious, more civilized, and 
more literary than any of them, and. they are, 
withal, a people of agreeable, docile, and winning 
manners. Such a people, brought in close com- 
munication with our own, with thousands of | 


| lish a line of mail steamships between San Fran- 
cisco, California, and Shanghae, China, touching 

| at the Sandwich Islands and Japan. : 

| The bill was read by its title, recommitted to 

, the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

| and ordered to be printed. 

| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to recon- 


| sider so much of the vote last taken as recom- || 


| mitted the bill, and to lay that motion to recon- 

sider upon the table; which latter motion was 

agreed to. . 
And then, on motion by Mr. COX, at three 


their numbers now in California, already corre- | o’clock, the House adjourned until to-morrow at 


sponding with their friends and relatives at home, 
cannot fail to undergo great revolutions, which 
will change their moral and social relations, and 
throw a large portion of them—the débris of ship- 
wrecked political and religious parties—on the | 
western shore of our continent. 

Nor will it only be the trade, enterprise, and 
development of thought between the two conti- 
nents which will be stimulated and promoted by 
the establishment of this line. All the beneficent | 
influences | have described will equally extend to 
the Pacific islands—to those floating paradises that 
only require to taste of the fruit of knowledge to 
exchange their happy animal life for the delicious 
cares of a higher and nobler existence. The hardy 
seamen of our six or seven hundred whalers in 
the Pacific will no longer be cut off from regular 
and quick communication with their friends and 
kindred, but made to feel that they have a home 
on the western shore of our continent, from which 
their voices may be heard, their wants understood 
and supplied. 

And whatever be the shock when the oldest 
nation on this earth meets the youthful energies 
of the newest born, when the slowly gathered 
experience of forty centuries meets the fructify- 
ing influence of general ideas, it cannot be avoided. 
It must be met; and it is better that we should 
meet it with all- the peculiar advantages of our 
civilization and position completely within our 
control, than that weshould procrastinate or suffer 
events to control our resolution. Our civilization, 
our society, our political organization must stand 
the Asiatic test as they stood the European, and 
control, remodel, and assimilate the new elements. 
I have no doubt, Mr. Chairman, but that the pas- 
senger trade from and to China, and the vast cor- 
réspondence to which it will lead with that reading 
and writing Empire, will more than compensate 
the Government, in a niary pointef view, for 
the establishment of the line of mail steamships 
contemplated in this bill, I have no doubt but 
that it will be the first great step towards an entire 
revolution in the world’s commerce, that it will 
change the complexion and political configuration, 
of Asia, and give a new impetus and direction to 
the enterprise of our own people., 

_ In behalf, then, of the great interests of human- 
"Y and civilization, of commerce and navigation, 
o' Our great national development, and the indi- 
vidual happiness and p ity of our citizens 
dependent on the pakaatnet this bill, | beseech the 
committee to give it the attention it deserves, and 
® Support commensurate with the paramount con- 
siderations of statesmemship, which have already 
secured for it the approbation of the country. For 


ee 





twelve o’clock, m. 


_ IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 10, 1855. 
Prayer by the Rev. Witttam H. Mivsvurn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. FOOT presented the memorial of George 

P. Marsh, praying compensation for services un- 
der the act of August 11, 1848, imposing judicial 
| duties on the minister resident at the Ottoman 
Porte, and for services under a special commission 
to Greece; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of 
Michael Hennessy, praying for a pension on ac- 
count of disease contracted while in the military 
service; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have been requested to pre- 
sent a memorial, signed by one thousand citizens 
of Massachusetts, chiefly from Springfield and 
its neighborhcod, asking Congress to enact a law 
prohibiting the employment of officers of the 
Army in civil occupations. I hardly know t> 
what committee this memorial should be referred; 
but, as it concerns a new topic, | move its refer- 
ence to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK presented the memorial of Mrs. 
Emma C. B. Thompson, widow of C. C. B. 
Thompson, late of the Navy of the United States, 

raying to be allowed the pension to which her late 
bemaed would have been entitled, if he had ap- 
plied for the same; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. PRATT. | have been requested to present 
a memorial signed by, I believe, some hundted 
owners and masters of vessels engaged in the mer- 
cantile marine of the United States, in which they 
allege various evil as having resulted from the 

e by Congress of the act abolishing corporal 
punishment of seamen, and asx for the passage of 
some law which will at any rate ameliorate the 
condition of the mercantile marine under that law, 
and enable them to enforce obedience on shi 
board. I move that it be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented the petition of 
Samuel B. Sawyer, grandson of Samuel Sawyer, 
deceased, praying to be allowed the eommutation 
pay to which his ancestor was entitled as an officer 





Mr. WELLER presented the petition of Wil- 


hy || tion, and particularly a bill to provide for the || liam P. Buel, praying compensation for medical 


| Services to the third regiment of United States 
Artillery on board the steamer San Francisco and 


the ship Three Bells; which wag referred to the 


Committee or Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Major H. Day, Lieutenant 
| George H. Paige, and other officers of the United 
States Army, praying remuneration for losses 


|| sustained by the wreck of the steamship Winfield 
|| Scott, on the Pacific coast; which was referred to 


the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DAWSON presented the petition of Jane 
| Irwin, praying to be allowed additional pay and 
| bounty land on account of the services of her 
| father, the late Colonel Jared Irwin, in the revo- 
| lutionary war; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a memorial 
| of the mayor and aldermen and other citizens of 





|| Keokuk, lowa, praying the establishment of a 


marine hospital at that place; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, the petition of A’'en A. Bradford, judge 
of the sixth judicial district of lowa, and others, 
praying that Johnson Pierson may be remuner- 
ated for losses sustained by him in executing a 
contract for surveying the public lands; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of Joel 
Ware, of Alleghany or New York, praying 
that the present tariff may beso altered as to give 
| ample protection and encouragement to all the 
varied productions of the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Manufactures. 
| JUDICIARY OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. BUTLER. I hold in my hand, sir, a 
| memorial from citizens of the District of Colum- 
bia, saying that they are opposed to the reforma- 
tion of the judiciary as proposed in a bill which 
is now before the Committee on fhe Judiciary. | 
will take this occasion#o say, that, in presenting 
| this memorial, I do not do so from any implica- 
tion that | am opposed, as has been generally sup- 
posed, to a reform in the judiciary of this District. 
It is not proper, at this time, to enter into that 
question; bat, so far as I have any control over 
the subject—(and I suppose I am regarded as 
having some control over it, for I receive com- 
munications every day on the subject)—I do not 
| wish the people of this District to understand that 
| I am either an advocate or opponent of any par- 

ticular system. I certainly shall endeavor to per- 
form my duty on the Committee on the Judiciary 
under the controlling influence of the Constitution 
| of the United States. I ask that the memorial 





|| may be received, and referred to the Committee 


| on the Judiciary. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. TOOMBS presented a — of thirty- 
| four mf@mbers of the bar of the District of Colum- 
| bia, praying the passage of the bill of the House 
| of Representatives, for = reorganization of the 
| judiciary of the District; which was referred to the 

Committee on the Judiciary. 


NAVIGATION OF THE SAVANNAH RIVER. 

Mr. DAWSON. I have received a_letier from 
the mayor of the city of Savannah, Georgia, 
stating that the calamitous events of the past year 
have thrown a gloom over that city, and that they 
have prostrated its prosperity, in a great degree; 
and that the obstructions to navigation in the 
Savannah river, below the city of Savannah, are a 
great obstacle to the prosperity of the city. They 
were placed there by the General Governmentand 
ought to be removed. The mayor, in his letter, 
refers me to the fact, that the Senate of the United 
States have, for several successive sessions, pasaed 
a bill appropriating money for that purpose. I 
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i letter, to int: 
ate theasfacn, Sommaiipse thin ee | District of Columbia, to whom was referred a bill || held at St. Louis, ia the year 1854; 


a bill to effect that object, s te and distinct 
from any other bill. [ give notice that I shall do 
so, to-morrow morning, or at some early day. 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 
On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 


| 


Ordered, That Rebecca P. Stansbury, one of the children | 


of Thomas Peters, deceased, have leave to withdraw her | 


petition and papers. 
On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of J. B. Walbach, on the files 


of the Senate, be referred to the Commitiee on Military 
Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of the heirs of William 
Fiannigan and William Parsons, on the files of the Senate, 
be referred to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 


Ordered, That Stephen Livingston have leave to with- 
draw his petition and papers. 


ST. JOSEPH ’S ORPHAN ASYLUM. 


Mr. SHIELDS. The chairman of the Com- | 


mittee on the District of Columbia, a few days 
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Mr. DAWSON, from the Committee on the 


to incorporate the Friends’ Aid Society of the 


|| District of Columbia, reported it back with an 


amendment in the form of a substitute. He said 
he should ask for its immediate consideration, but 
that he feared it would lead to discussion, and 
thus interfere with the morning hour. 


THOMAS MARSTON TAYLOR. 


Mr. FISH, from the Committee on Naval | 


Affairs, to whom was referred the amendment of 
the House of Representatives to the bill of the 
| Senate, for the relief of Thomas Marston Taylor, 
| reported a resolution that the Senate do not concur 
| in the amendment of the House, and asked for a 


|| committee of conference thereon; which was agreed 





ago reported, with amendments, a bill *‘ to incor- | 


porate the St. Joseph’s Male Orphan Asylum in | 
the District of Columbia;’’ but its immediate pas- |, 


sage was then arrested, at my request, in order to 
enable me to examine the amendments. I prom- 


ised that gentleman that if, upon examination, I | 
should find no objection to the bill as amended— | 
for the amendments of the committee were then | 


adopted—I would call it up myself, or would per- 
mit himtodo se. Thegentleman to whom | refer 
is the honorable Senator from New Hampshire, 


{Mr. Norris,] who is in such a condition that he | 


is unable to be here. As that is the case, 1 hope 
the Senate will agree to consider the bill now. 
Only one slight amendment, which has been 
agreed on by the honorable Senator and myself, 
is necessary. I move that the bill be taken up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
eration of the bill. 

Mr. SHIELDS. By an oversight the word 
** stockholders ’’ has been used instead of ‘‘ trus- 
tees,’’ in the fourth section of the amended bill— 
the section in relation to individual liability. I 
move to strike out ‘‘ stockholders,” and insert 
** trustees.’” 

The amendment was agreed to; the bill was re- 


ments made as in Committee of the Whole were 
commanent deesiba' te bill, as es was — 
to en for a third reading, was read a 
third time, and pagsed. : 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
Alexander F. Barnard, pilot of the United States 
steamer Michigan, praying to be allowed pay for 
the whole year, instead of for the time actually 
employed, submitted an adverse report thereon, 
which was agreed to immediately, as he suggested 
that such reports should be disposed of at once, 


ported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- || ary Claims have authorized me to report back, 





instead of being allowed to encumber the Calendar | 


by remaining unacted on. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Justin Spaulding, 
asking pay for his services as chaplain on board 
the ship Independence, submitted an adverse re- 
port thereon; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the memorial of Zelia M. Crosby, 
praying an extension of the pension allowedvher, 
asked to be discharged from ite further considera- 
tion, and that it be refe to the Committee on 
Pensions; which was ag to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of J. S. Gregory and 
others, clerks in the navy-yard at Boston, pray- 
ing to be _ on an equal footing, as 8 
their salaries, with the clerks of the navy-yard 
at Washington, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, to whom were referred the follow- 
ing bills from the House of Representatives, sev- 
eraliy reported them back with an amendment, 
striking out the interest allowed in each case: 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Larkin 
Smith; and 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Bedinger’s heirs. 


| 


! 


to. 

In accordance therewith, Messrs. Fisn, Gwin, 
and Suietps, were appointed by the President 
pro tempore the committee on the part of the 


Senate. 


CHARLES J, PORCHER. 


Mr. GWIN. I am instructed by the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs, to report back, without 
amendment, House bill “‘ for the benefit of Charles 
J. Porcher, acting purser of the sloop-of-war Fal- 
mouth,” and recommend its passage. Inasmuch 


as this bill has already passed the House, and is | 


one of undoubted merit, I ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. 

It is designed to authorize the proper account- 
ing officer to pay to Charles J. Porcher the amount 
properly payable to a purser of the rank assigned 
to a sloop-of-war, for his services as acting purser 
of the United States sloop-of-war Falmouth whilst 
on service in the Pacific ocean, from the date of 
the death of purser William B. Hartwell, until 
the appointment of John Y. Mason, jr., in his 
stead, to wit: from July 12, 1848, to March 14, 
1850, deducting therefrom the amount paid to him 
for the same period as commander’s clerk. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


THOMAS WISHART. 
Mr. EVANS. The Committee on Revolution- 





with an amendment, House bill ‘‘for the relief 
of the administrator of Thomas Wishart,’’ an 
recommend its passage. 

Mr. HUNTER. T ask that, by general con- 
sent, the bill be now considered. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill. It proposes to direct the payment to the 
legal representative of Thomas Wishart, a lieu- 
tenant in the Continental army during the revo- 





lutionary war, of five years’ full pay of a lieuten- 
ant of aed & with interest thereon from January 
13, 1834, when the first favorable report was 
| made on the claim. 
Mr. EVANS. The amendment of the com- 
mittee is to strike out that part of the bill which 
allows interest, it being contrary to the practice 
which has heretofore prevailed. 
The amendment was agreed to; the bill was re- 
ported to the Senate as amended; the amendment 
was concurred in, and ordered to be engrossed, 
and the bill to be read a third time. The bill, as 
amended, was read a third time, and passed. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. FISH gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave.to introduce a bill to provide for the con- 
struction of a suitable building for a custom- 
house, post office, and court-house, at Plattsburg, 
New York. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, in pursuance of 
previous notice, asked and obiained leave to intro- 
duce a bill for the relief of Ephraim Shaler, 
which was read a first and second time by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ATCHISON asked and obtained the 
unanimous consent of the Senate, to introduce a 
joint resolution authorizing the of the 

nterior to approve the accounts of the marshal of 
the district of Missouri, for furniture provided for 
the use of the circuit court of the United States 





January 10, 


for said district, at the April term of said court 
Which was read 


|| first and second time by its title, and referred to 


|| the Committee on the Judiciary. 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ABROAD. 


| Mr.CASS. I gave notice some time ago tha: 
_I should ask the Senate, at an early day, to take 
_up the resolutions reported by Mr. Underwoog 
| of Kentucky, on the subject of religious freedom, 
for American citizens residing or traveling abroad 
I now present those resolutions for adoption by 
|| the Senate. [ do not ask that the question ix 
| taken on them at this time. My only object jg 
to have the Senate appoint a day for their consid. 
eration. 1 further ask the Senate to assign the 
| first Monday in February for the consideration of 
|| the resolutions. I am willing to agree to post- 
| pone them to that day, at the suggestion of some 
| members of the Senate who are desirous of havin 
| time to look into the matter, and express their 
| views in relation to it, I present the resolutions 
| and ask that they may be made the special order 
| for the first Monday in February. 
The resolutions are as follows: 
Resolved, That it would be just and wise on the part of 
|| the Government of the United States, in future treaties 
|| with foreign nations, to secure, if practicable, to our ¢jy;. 
| zens residing abroad the right of worshipping God freely 
and openly, according to the dictates of their own eon. 
sciences, by providing that they shall not be disturbed 
molested, or annoyed in any manner, on account of their 
religious belief, nor in the proper exercise of their peculiar 
religion, either within their own private houses, or jn 
| churches, chapels, or other places appointed for public 
worship; and that they shall be at liberty to build ang 
maintain places of worship in convenient situations, inter. 
|| fering in no way with, but respecting the religion and cus. 
toms of the country in which they reside. 
Resolved further, That it would be just and wise in our 
|| future treaties with foreign nations, to secure to our citi. 
zens residing abroad the right to purchase and own burial 
places, and to bury any of our citizens dying abroad in such 
places, with those religious ceremonies and observances 
deemed appropriate by the surviving relatives and friends 
of the deceased. 

The motion of Mr. Cass was agreed to, and the 
further consideration of the resolutions was post- 
poned until Monday, February 5, and made the 
special order for that day. 


SUSAN COODY AND OTHERS. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. The Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to whom was referred the amendment in 
the House of Representatives to the bill of the 
Senate for the relief of Susan Coody and others, 
have instructed me to report it back with a recom- 
mendation that the amendment be concurred in. 
It does not vary the provisions of the bill, and I 
hope the Senate will now agree to it. 

he amendment of the House, which was to 
add at the end of the bill, “* Provided, That the 
same shall be received in full of all demands 
_against the Government on this account,” was 
concurred in. 


ENGRAVING AND LITHOGRAPHING OF MAPS 


AND CHARTS. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Iam directed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing to report a joint resolution 
‘* providing for the engraving, lithographing, and 
publishing of drawings, maps, charts, and other 
papers of Congress.’ 

he joint resolution was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

It Proposes to direct that hereafter when any 
maps, charts, diagrams, or other engravings, shall 
be required to illustrate any document ordered to 
be printed by either House of Congress, it shall 
first be submitted to the Committee on Printing of 
that House ordering the printing of the documert, 
and if they shall decide that such engravings are 
necessary for the proper understanding of the 
document, they shall so report to the House 
ordering it, and then shall direct the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing, under their supervision, 
and in such manner as they shall direct, to con- 
tract for the engravings at such time as the public 
interests may ire. It also that the 

per ni ‘for the execution of engravings 
shall be obtained in the same manner and under 
the same regulations as other paper for publie 


printing under e ws. 
Mr. JOHNSON. ask the Senate to act on 
this ~ —— now. : ——— —- the 7 
roval of the Secretary o Senate, to w 
thie business has been heretofore confided; and 
also of the Committee on Contingent Expenses. 


\| I hope there will be no objection to it. 
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“Mr. BADGER. I think that joint resolution || en 
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to allow half-pay for life to such officers || writs of habeas corpus, and writs of error, granting injunc- 


better lie over for a day, that we may look | 

or it. This is a delicate subject, and should be | 
- 1 se} 
carefully dealt with, ; . 
The PRESIDENT. Objection being made, the | 
joint resolution cannot have its second reading | 
to-day. 
RELIEF TO DR. KANE. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The Committee on Nava! | 
Affairs, to whom were referred memorials from |, 
the Chamber of Commerce of New York; from | 
James Brown and others, of New York; from the | 
Board of Trade of Philadelphia; from the Board | 
of Trade of Boston; from the Life-Saving Benev- | 
olent Association of New York; from the Marine | 
Insurance Companies of New York; from the |) 
American Philosophical Society of Philadelphia, || 
and others, asking Congress to extend relief to || 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, Kane, have instructed || 
me to report a joint resolution “ respecting the || 
Arctic expedition commanded by Passed Assist- || 
ant Surgeon E. K. Kane.”’ $ 
The joint resolution was read a first time and || 
ordered to a second reading. It proposes to au- || 
thorize the Secretary of the Navy to dispatch a |, 
suitable naval or other steamer, and, if necessary, || 
a tender, to the Arctic seas, for the purpose of res- || 
cuing or affording relief to Passed Assistant Sur- |, 
geon E. K. Kane, of the United States Navy, and 
the officers and men under his command. So 
much money as may be deemed necessary for || 
that purpose, by the Secretary, is proposed to be | 
appropriated. The steamer and tender are to be || 
officered and manned by volunteers from the | 
Navy, and others who may declaré their willing- || 
ness to be so engaged. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. In view of the fact that, || 

if we pass any resolution or act upon the subject || 
at all, it should be speedily passed in order to be || 
effective, I hope there will be no objection to the | 
present consideration and adoption of the joint || 
resolution recommended by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. | 
Mr. BADGER. I suggest to my friend from || 
Pennsylvania, that he had better, perhaps, allow | 
hat resolution to stand fora day ortwo. ‘There || 
is no pressing necessity for acting on it now. 
ThePRESIDENT. Itwilllieoverifobjectedto. | 
Mr. BRODHEAD. I ask for its immediate | 
consideration, because there is a pressing neces- | 
sity. If we are to send out any expedition, naval || 
or otherwise, to be effective and afford relief, it || 
should go early in the spring; but if we wait until | 
the appropriation bills: pass, | fear it will be too |) 
late. Still, if the Senator from North Carolina | 
objects, of course the resolution must go over. 
Mr. BADGER. I beg my friend from Penn- || 
sylvania to understand me. I did not propose at | 
all that this resolution should lie over until the | 
appropriation bills should be disposed of, because || 
I well know that would be an ungenerous mode | 
of procedure towards him, towards the reselution, | 
and towards the meritorious person in whose favor | 
the resolution is offered; but I think it will strike || 
every gentleman that there would be a little pre- | 
cipitation in passing a resolution of this kind at | 
once through the Senate. You will recollect, sir, 





| they should become otherwise disabled from per- | 


_ You w | _Mr.STUART. In reply to the Senator from 
that the persons engaged in this highly honorable | Pennsylvania, I will remark that I have given 


and soldiers as should lose a limb in any engage- | 
ment, or be so disabled in the service of the United | 
States as to render them incapable afterwards of | 
getting a livelihood. 
_Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, perhaps it is || 
right that I should Briefly state the facts of the case. | 
r. Stone was commissioned, as a captain, in || 
January, 1776; in February, he was promoted to || 
the rank of colonel, and served from that time until || 
the first day of August, 1779. However, at the | 
batile of Germantown he received several severe | 
wounds—one a wound in the leg, by which he || 
became lame for life, and another wound in the |) 
abdomen, which also disabled him. He was || 
disabled during the whole of his life. In 1803 he || 
applied, under a resolution of Congress, to the | 
Secretary of War, for relief. The Secretary of 
War proposed to allow him a proportion of the | 
amount to which he was entitled. He declined || 


to receive it, and determined, as he informed the | 





| 
i} 


| Secretary of War at the time, to appeal to the || 


next Congress; but, before the next Congress met, 


| he died. This claim has been presented from | 


time to time, and has been passed on several occa- 


| sions, by one House or the other, several reports 
having been made in its favor, and one or two || 


adverse reports. Theclaim is undoubtedly a good | 


/one. It falis within the resolution of Congress || 
| of the 26th of August, 1776, which provided that, | 
| when a limb of any officer or soldier should be | 


lost in the service of the United States, or when 





forming the business by which a livelihood might || 
be obtained, they should receive the amount which | 
is provided for in this bill. That provision reads 
as follows: 

‘That every commissioned officer, non-commissioned 
officer, and private soldier, who shall lose a limb in any | 
engagement, or be so disabled in the service of the United | 
States as to render bim incapable of afterwards getting a 
livelihood, shall receive, during his lifetime or the contin- 
uance of such disability, the one half of his monthly pay | 


, from and after the time that his pay as an officer or soldier | 
| ceases. ”? | 


That is precisely what is provided for here. | 
From the day Colonel Stone resigned his com- | 
mission, on the Ist of August, 1779, to the period | 
of hispdeath in October, 1804, the bill provides | 
that he shall receive half-pay. The committee | 
have unanimously reported the bill, and it is cer- | 


| tainly one of the most meritorious cases which | : i 
|| upon received the signature of the President pro 


has come before Congress. 
* The bill was reported to the Senate without | 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a | 
third time, and passed. 


EXTENSION OF THE BOUNTY LAND LAWS. | 


Mr. BUTLER. 1 ask the Senate now to pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the order of the day, 
the bill to modify and amend the judicial system 
of the United States. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Before we take up that 
bill, I should like to inquire of my friend from 
Michigan whether he has yet received from the | 
Departments the information which will enable 
him to consent to the consideration of the bounty | 
land bill, as soon as this bill shall be disposed of? | 





expedition, in whose behalf it is now proposed to | 
send another expedition, left the country in pur- 





that subject my constant attention. I waited 
| upon the officers last evening, and they assured | 


suit of Sir John Franklin. It is a very serious } me that in the course of a day or two they would | 


question, | think, whether we should engage in a 


be ready to furnish me with the information | 


succession of these expeditions, each new one to | desire. ‘They have the matter now in hand. 


look after the one preceding it. It may be right, | 
but I think we ought to reflect on it for a day or | 
two. That is all] propdse. I am willing to give 
my friefil the earliest opportunity to cali it up. 

_ The PRESIDENT. Objection being made te 
its present consideration, the joint resolution can- 
hot now be acted on.. It must go over. 


JOHN H. STONE. 


On motion by Mr. COOPER, the Senate pro- 
ed to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, 
House bill for the relief of the legal representatives 

of Cole John H. Stone. f th 
proposes to uire the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay ‘ost the légal representatives of 
Colonel John H. Stone, the half-pay of a colonel 
in the Continental line of the army of the United 
tates, to commence August 1, 1779, and to term- 
inate October 5; 1804, the day of his death; it 
being then due and unpaid to him, in virtue of the 
of Congress of August 26,1776, which 


JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 
The motion of Mr. Butter was agreed to; and | 


the Senate accordingly, as in Committee of the | 
| Whole, resumed the consideration of the bill to 
| modify and amend the judicial system of the 

United States. 

When the bill was under consideration on the | 
5th instant, Mr. Doveias moved to strike out all | 
after the enacting clause and insert a substitute, | 
which was published in the proceedings of that | 
day. As, according to parliamentary usage, the 
original bill may be ected before taking the 
question on the substitute, Mr. Gever moved to 
strike out the first section of the bill, which is in 

words: 

4 from and after the of this act, the Justices 
of the Court of the United States shail not, as 
heretofore, be required to perform circuit duty, but 

powers now vested by Ang ounte aaa the 
circetts iu which thoy many Peopecaively reside, in cllowing 


tions, and doing all other in! . 
bers and out of tefm.”? ne ee en 

Yesterday, Mr. Cuase moved to amend the sec- 
tion proposed to be stricken out, by adding to it 
the following: 

** And no vacancy occurring in the office of an associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court, shall be filled by a new ap- 
pointment until the number of members of the court shall 
be reduced to six; and the Supreme Court shall thereaiter 
consist of a Chief Justice and five associate justices.’’ 

The pending question is on this amendment. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I shall vote against the pro- 
posed amendment of the Senator from Ohio. I 
am not willing now to enact any legislation of 
that kind, by this bill. Theaim of the committee 
has been, to"present a bill to the Senate which 
should apply to one great evil which is felt, and 
to leave out of the bill, all those questions which 
can with propriety and with advantage be dis- 
posed of afterwards. In framing this bill, the 
object was to innovate as little as possible; to take 
things as they are; to apply a remedy to the great 
evil which exists, and is, I believe, universally 
felt; and not to incumber this measure with any 
of these collateral questions. I shall, therefore, 
vote against this amendment, without committing 
myself as to any future action, with regard to the 
a of the Judges on the Supreme Court 

ench. 

Mr. BAYARD addressed the Senate in support 
of the bill presented by the Committee on the 
Judiciary, and in opposition to the proposed 
amendment. His remarks, withheld for revision, 


|| will appear in the py poe 


Mr. STUART. | suppose at this hour of the 
day we shall hardly proceed to a vote, and as 
there is a necessity for a short Executive session, 
I move to postpone the further consideration of 
| this bill until to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


| A message was received from the House of 

| Representatives by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had passed the bill of the 

| Senate for the relief of C. E. Greneaux, without 


| amendment. 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
| had signed the following enrolled bill, which there- 





tempore: 

A bill to continue in force, for a limited time, 
| the provisions of the act of Congress of the 3d of 
March, 1851, and the second section of its supple- 
ment of the 18th of January, 1854, so as to enable 
the board of land commissioners in California to 
close their adjudications of private land titles in 
that State, and for other purposes. 


GIBBONS AND KELLY. 


Mr. WELLER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury furnish 
the Senate with all the original papers, including the report 
of the commissioner of customs, in relation to the claim 
of Gibbon and Kelly, the contractors for building light- 
houses in Oregon and California, for the balance which 
they state is due them; and that he also report to the Sen- 
ate the amount he has paid said contractors out of the 
appropriation of $59,434, made at the last session of Con- 
gress, to pay said claim, and how much of the said appro- 
priation remains unexpended. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion by Mr. STUART, the Senate pro- 
| ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, 
_and after some time sperit therein, the doors were 

reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespayr, January 10, 1355. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Wittsam H. Mireven. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER presented to the House a com- 
munication from Hon. Elisha Whittlesey, Comp- 
troller ofthe Treasury, transmitting, in conformity 
with law, a statement of the accounts which have 
ined unsettled more than three years prior to 
the Ist of July last, on the books of the nd, 
Third, and Fourth Auditors of the Treasury, and 
on the books of the Register of the Treasury. 
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The communication was laid upon the ‘table, | 


and ordered to be printed. 


The SPEAKER also presented a communica- || 


tion from B, B. French, Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, transmitting copies of 
all the contracts made in his office from January 1, 


1854, to January 1, 1855, with the names of the | 
a 


applicants for said contracts, and the amount of 
their respective bids. 

Mr. HAVEN. 
whose call that information has been sent in? 

The SPEAKER. 
Chair understands, in conformity to a resolution 
of this House, of some years standing. 

Mr. HAVEN. Then I 
the table, and printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. PHILLIPS, by unanimous consent, intro- | 
duced the following bill; which was read a first | 
and second time by its title, and referred to the | 
Committee on Commerce: 

A bill to regulate the carrying of spirits of tur- 
pentine. 


Mr. ELIOT, of Massachusetts. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not object to any of | 

—_ things, if they come out of the morning | 

our. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has not 
yet commenced. The business first in order is 
the consideration of the bill reported from the | 
Committee on Public Lands, known as the land | 
graduation bill, upon which the previous question 
has been demanded. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I do not object now, if 
the morning hour is considered as commenced. 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour has now 
commenced, and the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts asks leave to introduce two or three bills for 
the purpose of reference. The Chair hears no 
objection. 

Mr. ELIOT thereupon, by unanimous consent, 
introduced the following bills; which were sever- 
ally read a first and second time by their titles, 
and referred to the Committee on Commerce: 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
improvement for the preservation of Great W ood’s 
Hole harbor, Massachusetts; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
repairs of the breakwater at Hyannis harbor, 
Massachusetts; 

A bill making appropriation for continuing the 
improvement of the harbor at New Bedford, Mas- 
sachusetts; and 

A bill for the preservation of the harbor of 
Nantucket, Massachusetts. 


Mr. RICHARDSON, by unanimous consent, 
introduced the following bill, of which previous 
notice had been given; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce: 

A bill to improve the Mississippi river and its 
tributaries. 





ZELIA M. CROSBY. 


Mr. FLORENCE, by unanimous consent, 
changed the reference of the petition of Zelia M. 
Crosby from the Committee on Naval Affairs to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


THE HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I would ask if the home- 
stead bill is not the busingss first in order during 
the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

- Mr. HENDRICKS, Then I object to any 
business being done, except the consideration of 
that bill. 

Mr. WARREN. Mr. Speaker 

TheSPEAKER, The gentleman from Indiana 
has objectedgto the consideration of any other but 
the business belonging to the morning hour, 

Mr. WARREN, | simply desire to put a ques- 
tion to the Chair. Has the call for the previous 
question on the commitment of the graduation bil! 
and amendments been seconded? 

The SPEAKER, It has not. 

Mr. WARREN. Is a motion to strike out all 
after the enacting clause now in order? ; 

The SPEAKER, No motion is in order until 





amano 


THE CON 


I would like to know upon | 


Itis an annual report, as the || 


move that it be laid on |: 


I ask the || 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce one || 
or two bills, merely for the purpose of reference. | 


| Public Lands. 
| sion of Congress, which was returned from the | 


| 
1 
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Mr. EDMANDS. 


of which’I have given previous notice. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. Henpricks] objects to he consideration of 


morning hour. 
the Chair will be pleased to receive the gentle- 
man’s bill. The previous question has been de- 
| manded. Is there a second? 

Mr. HENN.: What does the call for the pre- 
| vious question cover? ; 

The SPEAKER. The call for the previous 
question will first apply to the motion to commit 
| to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HENN. There is pending, I believe, a 
| motion to print, and [ would inquire of the Chair 
whether the call for the previous question covers 
that motion? 

The SPEAKER. It does. There are two 
motions pending—one to commit to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union and print, 
| and the other to recommit to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Then the pending motion 
is to commit to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union and print? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Yesterday when that mo- 
| tion was pending, I called for the previous ques- 
tion. I withdraw that call for a few moments, in 
order to submit a few remarks. I desire to state 
that [ am in favor of a properly guarded and re- 
stricted homestead bill; but I do not believe in this 
system of tacking a great measure of that kind 
to the bill which came from the Committee on 
We passed a bill at the last ses- 


| Senate with what is commonly called Hunrer’s 
substitute. That substitute is now upon the 
| Speaker’s table. 

Mr. WARREN. I thought I understood the 
Chair to decide that there was a call for the pre- 
vious question pending. If it is pending, then 
discussion is out of-order. oo 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Chio 
called for the previous question yesterday, and he 
has now withdrawn it for the purpose of submit- 
ting a few remarks. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


In my judgment, the best 


| course for us to pursue during this shor! session, 


is to take the measure as it was matured by the 


| Senate when we reach it*on the Speaker’s table. 
| [ myself regard that measure as one fraught with | 
| great danger to the interests of the new States. 


I 


| think that it -will tend to build up a system of 


monopolies which will prove disastrous. I wish 
the House, at the proper time, to take that bill 
up, and to make such modifications as it may 
deem best. 

[ repeat that I do not like this way of tacking 


| the homestead bill to the bill for the graduation 


of the price of the public lands which came from 
the Committee on Public Lands, and then driving 
it through the House under the previous question. 
Therefore, I am in favor of the motion which has 
been submitted by the gentleman from South 





Carolina, (Mr. Onr,] to commit the bill and 
amendments to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union; and on that motion I now 
renew my demand for the previous question. 

Mr. ORR. I shall say a few words and then 
withdraw my motion for reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. DAWSON. I would ask the gentleman 
to yield to me a moment, that I may make a brief 
reply to the remarks of the gentleman from Ohio. 

r. ORR. The previous question has been 
called for, and neither of us have a right to the 


floor. 

Mr. DAWSON. Then, will the gentleman 
from Ohio withdraw his call for the previous 
question for a short while, for reply to what he 
has said? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I should like to accom- 
modate my friend from Pennsylvania; but we 
heard him yesterday in a very eloquent and able 
argument for an hour, and if I withdraw the call 

| for him new, it will necessarily open the door for 
debate. I think that we ought to proceed to the 


consideration of other business, go to the Speaker's 


any other business than that belonging to the | 
If that objection be withdrawn, || 
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the question has been taken on seconding the | table, and then act on the bill as matured 
| demand for the previous question. : | 
I would ask the unanimous + 
_consent Of the House for leave to introduce a bill | er 
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_ Vious question pending, and unless the 
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Senate, and, therefore, I cannot yield. by the 
Mr, WASHBURN, of Maine. Mr. Speak. 


The SPEAKER. There isa call fo 





r the pre- 


. : entle 
rises to a question of order, he is not ae 


Mr. ORR. 1 desire to withdraw the motio 
which I made yesterday; and, in doing 80 ~ 
state my reasons. I hope the gentleman from 
Ohio will withdraw his call for the previous ques. 
tion for that purpose? 

Mr.CAMPBELL. I withdraw the call for the 
previous question. 

Mr. ORR. Mr. Speaker, [ propose to with. 


draw the motion for the reference of the bil! and 


amendments, to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. The friends of the home. 
stead amendment are anxious to secure a direct 
vote on it. As suggested by the gentleman from 
Ohio, “there is a homestead bill now upon the 
Speaker’s table. The question is to be met } 
the House sooner or later, and I think the sooner 
it is met and disposed of the better. I am pres 
peter to vote on it now, or at any subsequent day, 

am opposed to the passage of the homestead 
bill. {did not vote against it on a former occa. 
sion, because I was then accidentally absent from 
the House. I think, with the amendment which 
I shall indicate, and with the amendment which 
has been oe by the gentleman from Ten. 
nessee, (Mr. THERIDGE, | limiting the benefits of 
the provisions of this act to citizens of the United 
States, including only such foreigners as are now 
naturalized, the bill will be stripped of many of 
its most objectionable features. 

Yet the bill will be insuperably objectionable to 
me on two grounds. In the. first place, if the bill 
is passed, you will take a common fund belong. 
ing to all of the States, the old as*well as new; 
and with it hold out an inducement for the pop- 
ulation of the old States to leave them, and {ill up 
the new ones, thus oe us of our strength 
and wealth. And you do it by taking a common 
fund which belongs as much to us as it does to 
you of the new States. You induce people to 
remove from the old States, and make that induce- 
ment out of property which equally belongs to us. 
That is one of my insuperable objections to the 
amendment. 7 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. With the gentle. 
man’s permission, I will interrupt him to make 
but a single remark. He says that this bill holds 
out inducement to the people of the old States to 
remove to the new ones, for the purpose of getting 
a common fund which belongs equally to both. 
He says that we shall thus deprive the old States 
of their benefit of that common fund. Now I ask 
the gentleman whether it will be ever possible to 
settle the new States, or to settle the public land, 
unless the settlers come from the old States? If 
you permit them to go there, and to settle and cul- 
tivate the public land, do you not benefit both the 
settlers and the old States? Do you not benefit 
the old States to the extent that, instead of leaving 
them and paying for the land, they get it by cul- 
tivating it. 

Mr. ORR. I suppose that the natural increase 
of population, together with the emigration from 
abroad, would settle the new States as fast as is 
desired. But there is an inducement here held 
out to the man in an old State to emigrate to one 
of the new States or Territories, that when he 
shall get there he will receive one hundred and 
sixty acres of land. Many farmers who were 
doing well in the old Statgs, who were comforta- 
bly housed and circumstanced, have been decoyed 


by such inducement to the West instead of 
being bettered, they have been injured in their 
uniary and personal condition: e other ob- 


ection I have to indicate is this—— 
Mr. OLDS. I wish to ask the gentleman 4 
question. ; 
Mr. ORR. I will yield to the gentleman in & 
moment. a 
cai oe 3 The eocene I we to ask 2 
erence to the v int the eman is 
on. I wish to pt te eeodernan if it has not 
been the policy of the Government, in all times 
in the organization of the Territories, to give 


it, 1 
the lands to the settlers for the purpose of inducing 


them to emigrate thither? [ ask him if it has not 
vernment to 
, both 


been the uniform policy of the 


hold out inducements for emigration from 
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the old States and the new, to the Territories; and 
if it has, whether the ntleman’s argument does 
not apply with equa] force against the policy 





which bas been pursued with regard to the new 
Siates and Territories? ; , 
Mr. ORR. Mr. Speaker, the policy of which 
the gentleman speaks is of very modern origin, 
not more than five or six years old. if I mistake 
not, the first time the Government undertook to 
hold out inducements for settlers to emigrate to 
the Territories was by the law passed in 1859 for 
the benefit of the Territory of Oregon; and the 
entleman knows as well as I do, the reason why 
that clause was inserted inthe bill. Itwasa Ter- 
ritory very remote from us, and it was not at all 
certain that we should not be involved in difficulties 
with reference to it. The journey thither was a 
jong and hazardous one, and the Government 
agreed togive the settlers three hundred and twenty 
acres each, not so much for the purpose of ab- 
stracting the population of the old States, as with a 
view of sapling this Territory for its own defence. 
| say, therefore, that this is altogetlier a modern 
olicy. You cannot go further back in the organ- 
ization of our Territories and find this policy in- 
d. 
ar DAWSON. I begthegentleman’s pardon. 
It is a policy which is as old as the Government 
itself. Grants of land, on a large and munificent 
scale, with a view to settlement, have been almost 
coeval with the discovery of America. It was 
the policy of Mr. Jefferson, in proposing the set- 
tlement cf a portion of the Louisiana purchase west 
of the Mississippi. It'was the policy suggested 
by the law of 1791, by which grants of land were 
made to settlers at Vincennes. It was the policy 
of the law of 1792, making grants of land to the 
Ohio company for actual settlers. It was the policy 
in the law of 4° making similar grants of land 
to the settlers &t Gallipolis. Ithas been the policy 
of the Government almost from its earliest founda- 
tion down to the present time. It was the policy 
of the British Government in the settlement of 
New England, in the settlement of Virginia, and 
in the settlement of the very State which thegen- 


tleman himself so ably,-in part, represents upon || 


this foor. The whole Atlantic coast was settled 
by grants from the monarchs of England down 
to the Revolution of 1688, and many of the title 
deeds are now traced back to these very grants. 
The State which I have the honor, in part, to rep- 
resent, stretching from the Delaware to the Ohio, 
and reaching to the lakes—a State numbering a 
population of more than two million and a quarter 
of inhabitants, unrivaled in its manufactures, and 
nearly so in its commerce, and containing a city 
upon the very spot where its illustrious founder 
first landed, unequaled in beauty, in institutions 
of learning, of art and benevolence—was granted 
to William Penn by James II., by patent duly 
confirmed. 

And further, sir, it was this very policy, 
adopted by the British Government, which sug- 
gested the idea of the formation of this Confederacy, 
which is the boast of every American. Sir, the 
Confederacy of these States, was not a new idea. 
It was suggested by colonial settlements, based 
upon charters and grants of land, and the sug- 
oe of a Confederacy, was, in consequence, a 

istorical creation. It is to the adoption of that 
policy, to which we owe much of our growth, 
our present greatness and power. 

Now, having disposed of this part of the gen- 
tleman’s proposition, I desire to say a word~fur- 
ther. The gentleman from South Carolina says, 
it is the policy of this bill to encourage emigration 
from the old States to the new States. I think 
not. I think it holds out no improper induce- 
ments, to citizens of the old States to emigrate to 
the West. But, I say to him, that if the tenantry 
in New England, in New York, in Pennsylvania, 
orin any portion of the South, can better their 
condition by emigrating and establishing freeholds 
for themselves in the t valley of the Missis- 
Sippi, I, for one, say that the policy that encour- 
ages such — will meet my most cordial 
approbation. It is not against the public policy 
to establish a community of freeholders, all conte 
interested in the preservation of our republican 
institutions, ; 

The gentleman says that the natural increase, 
together with the foreign population, will settle up 


the new States fast ‘ i 
ask him if the othe oo WY kes ana 








Nebraska, together with the foreign emigration, 

would settle up those Territories and build them 
up into great States ? 

Mr.ORR. | asserted that the policy of making 

| grants of land for the purpose of settling the Ter- 
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| is known as the E{unter bill. I desire to see gen- 


tlemen upon this floor ** face the music” upon the 
inciplea of that bill, especially my friends from 


| Virginia; and it is for that reason that I desire this 


bill to goto the Committee of the Whole on the 


ritories, so far as the action of the Government || state of the Union, in order that they may meet 


| was concerned, wasa new one. The gentleman 
professes to quote laws y Congress. 


| 
| 


'the Hunter bill when we come to the Speaker’s 
table. 


Now, sir, if he will examine thoseactshe will find || _It is not my purpose to consume the time of the 
that in every single case they are local and special \ House by discussing the merits of these several 


in their application. He wilf find that they are 
for some special purpose 


Mr. DAWSON. So much the worse. 


propositions. I therefore move the previous ques- 
tion upon the motion to commit the bill, and I 
| will not withdraw it unless some gentleman wishes 


Mr. ORR. No, sir; itis not so much the worse. to submit an amendment. 


This is the first time that this has ever been sought 
to be initiated a general policy of the Govern- 
ment. As to the original settlement of these 


on or as to what the policy of the King of | 


| Mr. COBB. Will the gentleman withdraw it 
for one moment, to enable me to make an inquiry 

| of the Chair? ‘ 
Mr.CAMPBELL. Let the gentleman indicate 


Great Britain was prior to the independence of the || what the question is. It may be in the nature of 


Colonies, I do not propore to discuss that; nor do 


1 think it is a matter of very much consequence in | 


| determining what shall be our policy. I have only 


debate. 
Mr. COBB. The question is this: If the pre- 
vious question be sustained, will it not cut off all 


| to reiterate the declaration I have already made, | the amendments that could possibly be offered to 


that it isa policy mast ruinous to the old States-to 


out of the common fund. 


for a moment? 

Mr. ORR. I cannot yield further. I rose for 
the purpose of making a few very brief remarks, 
which should not occupy the House more than 

| five minutes, but more than twenty minutes of 
| my time have already been consumed by other 





|| the homestead bill, and everything else? 
encourage emigration from them to the new States, | 
| and to furnish the means for that encouragement | 


Several Memspers. Of course it will. 
Mr. COBB. I know it will, but I want the 


|| House to understand it. 
Mr.GROW. Will the gentleman yield to me | 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state what 


|| will be the effect of the previous question, in order 


| that gentlemen may vote understandingly. 


|| _ The amendment proposed by the gentleman 
| from Tennessee [Mr. Jones] is not amendable at 


all, being itself an amendment to an amendment. 
The effect of ordering the main question will be 
to bring the House to vote first upon the motion 


One other objection which I desire to indicate || to refer to the Committee of the Whole on the 


to this bill, is this: The tendency now is; it seems 


state of the Union and print. If that fails, then 


to me, to make the people of the country lean too || upon the amendment of the gentleman from Ten- 


much upon the Government. Itisa wrong policy. 
The Government should lean upon the people. It 
is time to stop the practice of appropriating the 


nessee, and so on, ; 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I would ask 
the gentleman from Ohio to withdraw his motion 


common funds of the Government for every con- || for the previous question to enable me to offer an 


ceivable purpose. It is centralizing in its tend- | 


| 
| 


gentlemen, and [ shall not trespass much further. 


ency; and the passage of such an act as this will 
only serve to increase thetendency. I am, there- 


ment which, if it is in order, I would like to in- 
| dicate. 

The amendment of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. teens .don it now stands, fixes the 
price of the lands at fourteen and a half cents per 
acre. The price to be paid should, in no event, be 
fixed at less than twenty-three and a half cents per 
acre, which, the report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office says, is the cost of the lands, 
including the extinguishment of the Indian titles, 





round numbers, at twenty-five cents. 
I have now said what I proposed to say; and, 


esy in withdrawing the demand for the previous 
question, I resign the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL obtained the floor. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE claimed the floor. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I now renew the motion 
to refer; but, before I call for the previous ques- 
tion, I desire to say a single word. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Ohio 
proposes to discuss the proposition, the Chair 
must award the floor to the gentleman from Ten- 
neseee, the gentleman from Ohio having once 
spoken upon the pending question. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 1 will not discuss it, then. 
I had supposed that, in yielding to the gentleman 
from South Carolina for exolanation, I still re- 
tained the floor. Believing, however, that we can 
reach the whole matter in reference to graduating 
and reducing the price of the public lands by the 
Hunter bill. 1 move that this bill, with the amend- 
ments, be committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and upon that 
motion L demand the previous question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair may have done 
the encoane from Ohio injustice ner: 
If the gentleman withdrew the demand for the 
previous question pew, by resume the floor, 
not having yielded it, why he would have a right 
to £ on now, 

_ Mr. CAMPBELL. That was my understand- 
ing. But I only desire 












thanking the gentleman from Ohio for his court- || 


: nik _ e say, that we have a bill 
ere w. m e, as a substitute 
for the homestedd bill of last session, and which 


amendment. 
Mr.OLDS. No amendment would be in order. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has already 


fore, opposed to the passage of the bill. 1 think || stated, and now repeats, that the amendment pro- 
it ought to be defeated; but if it is to pass, I be- || posed by the gentleman from Tennessee, and 
lieve it would be less objectionable with an amend- || spoken to by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


| (Mr. Dawson] yesterday, is not amendable, for 


| the reason that it is itself an amendment to an 
amendment. 

|. Mr. WASHBURN. Precisely. But I would 
inquire of the Chair if that amendment is to the 
| first section of the bill? 7 

| The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee proposes an amendment to the amendment 
| of the Committee on Public Lands to the original 


| bill. 
surveys, &c, I would prefer, myself, to fix it, in 


| Mr. WASHBURN. Very weil. Then I 
| would respectfully inquire whether it is not in 
| order to perfect the first section of the original bill 
before the vote ig taken upon the substitute? 

The SPEAKER. That is true. It would be 
in order, as the amendment of the committee is in 
the nature of a substitute. » 

Mr. WASHBURN. Then would this amend- 
ment be in order—to insert after the words, ** pub- 
| lic lands,’’ in the first section, the words ** shall 
be, and is hereby, repealed.”? My object is to repeal 
the graduation ay passed last session, believing it 
to have been a source of fraud and wrong. 

Loud cries of *‘Order!” 
he SPEAKER. The Chair thinks such a 
motion would be in order. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Well, then, | offer that 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER. But at this time the amend- 
ment is not in order, because the demand for the 
previous question is pending. 

Mr.MAXWELL. I desire to inquire whether, 
if this amendment be adopted, it will be in order 
to add re “ — - eesane en fra 
other day by tleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Lercner|—the Hanter land bill? ir 

The SPEAKER. It will not. 

The ious question was then seconded. _ 

Mr. WASHBURN. Before tMe main question 
is ordered, I wish to understand whether the Chair 
ruled my amendment out of order? f 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. It was not in 
order, because of the pendency of the demand for 
the ious question. 


tleman from Ohio withdrew his demand for the 


r. WASHBURN. I understoodshat thegen- 
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previous question on purpose to enable me to offer 
the amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I did not withdraw it, 
because I believed the gentleman’s amendment 
would not be in order. 

Mr. OLDS. It is certainly too late to offer the 
amendment now. 

The main question was then ordered to be put, 
being first upon Mr. Camppext’s motion to refer 


the bill and the pending amendments to the Com- | 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and that they be printed. ) 

Mr. COBL. Is it in order now for the reporter 
of the bill to make a few remarks? 

The SPEAKER. Not until the motion to 
commit has been decided and the House has indi- 
cated its purpose to take final action on the bill. 

Mr. GROW. 
whether the amendment proposed by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, (Mr. Lercuer,} Mr. Hun- 
rer’s bill, will go with this bill to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union if that 
reference is made? 

The SPEAKER. It will not, because it is not 
pending as an amendment, or in any way attached 
to the bill. 

Mr, DAWSON. I ask for the yeas and nays 
on the motion of the gentleman from Ohio. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 82, nays 89; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ashe, Thomas I!. Bayly, 
Bal), Barksdale, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Bocock, Boyce, 
Bristow, Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, Chase, Chas- 
tain, Clingman, Corwin, Craige, Crocker, Cu!lom, Thomas 


Fuller, Giddings, Goode, Goodwin, Hamilton, Aaron Har- | 
lan, Haven, Hibbard, Hill, Hillyer, Hunt, Johnson, Keitt, | 
Kerr, Kidwell, Lamb, Letcher, Maxwell, Millaon, Morri- 
son, Orr, Parker, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Jolin Per- 
kins, Powel, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Riddle, 


Rogers, Rowe, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Seymour, «| 


Shaw, Shower, Simmons, William Smith, William R. 
Smith, John L. Taytor, Teller, Thurston, Wade, Walley, 
Walsh, Warren, Israel Washburn, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Zotlicoffer—#2. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis || 


Allen, David J. Bailey, Banks, Breckinridge, Chamberlain, 

Chandler, Chrisman, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Cook, Cox, | 
Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dowdell, Dun- | 
bar, Dunbam, Eastman, Eddy, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. | 
Elliou, Ellison, English, Farley, Fenton, Florence, Green, | 
Greenwood, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Hen- | 
dricks, Henn, Hiester, Honston, Howe, Hughes, George 
W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Knox, Kurtz, Latham, Linds- 
ley, McDougall, McMullin, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Mau- 
rice, Mayall, Middleswarth, Smith Miller, Murray, Nichols, 


Norton, (ids, Andrew Oliver, Peck, Phelps, Phillips, || 


David Ritchie,.Robbins, Sapp, Shannon, Singleton, Skel- 
ton, Samuel A, Smith,G@. W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stan- 
ton, Alexander II. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, 


Straub, Andrew Stewart, John J. Taylor, Trout, Upham, || 


Walbridge, Walker, Eitihu B. Washburne, Wells, Tappan 
Wentworth, Westbrook, and Wheeler—689. 


So the House refused to refer the bill to the || 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 


Union. 

Before the result of the above vote was an- 
nounced, 

Mr. LEWIS said, I was within the bar when the 
House commenced taking the vote, but I went out 
for a moment, and was absent when my name was | 
called. Am I entitled to a vote? 

The SPEAKER. Was the gentleman within | 
the bar when his name was called, or before the | 
next name was called? 

Mr. LEWIS. No, sir; I was not. 

The SPEAKER. Then the gentleman has no 
right under the rules to vote. 

Mr. LEWIS. Then, I wish to say that if 1 
had been permitted to vote, I should have voted | 
** aye’’—that is, in favor of referring the bill to | 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union. | 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Dawson’s 
motion to recommit the bill to the Committee on | 


Public Lands. 
Mr. DAWSON. I hope there will be no ob- 


jection to my withdrawing that motion, that we 


may proceed at once to vote upon the amendments. 

Mr. BAYLY,.of Virginia. 1 object, if nobody 
else does. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to know if it is 
not competent for me now to move to reconsider 
the yote by which the previous question was 
orgered ? 

The SPEAKER. It would be in order, per- 
haps, for the gentleman to move to reconsider the 
vans by which the main question was ordered to 

put. 


I would inquire of the Chair | 


{| . : > 
Davis, Dick, Edmands, Edmundson, Etheridge, Franklin, | for debate after the action of that committee? 
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| Mr. McMULLIN. I desire to inform the || Glency Jones, Roland Jones, Kurtz, Latham 





|| House, and my colleague, [Mr. Smrr1] 


The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman is aware that || 


| debate is not in order. 

Mr.McMULLIN. Then,sir, I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the main question was 
ordered to be put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to make 
an inquiry of the Chair. Suppose the vote by 
which the main question was ordered is recon- 
sidered, will it be 
be offered to this bill until the House has voted 

upon the pending amendment? 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair will again state 


to the House that the amendment proposed by | 


| the gentleman from Tennessee is not amendable 
| under the rules of the House, that amendment 
| being offered to an amendment to the original bill. 
| Mr. JONES. Well, it is not very probable 
| that we shall get a vote upon that amendment 
| without the previous question. 
| Mr. HOUSTON. Let us vote upon it, then. 
‘|| Mr. McMULLIN. 1 do not desire to debate 
| this question myself. My object is, to afford an 
| opportunity to my colleagues [Messrs. Suir and 
| Lercuer] of discussing the measure. I am in 
| favor of the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I desire to make an 
inquiry of the Chair. [understand that the prop- 
osition now before the House is to recommit the 


| 


| Public Lands. Now, if the bill is sent back to 
| the Committee on Public Lands, will it not be open 


The SPEAKER. Certainly it will. 
Mr.SMITH. Then I can see no objection to 
| its re-reference to the Committee on Public Lands 
| Mr.McMULLIN. But I will say to my col- 
league that it is by no means certain that it will go 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. DAWSON. I move to lay the motion to 


| reconsider upon the table. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that mo- 
| tion is hardly in order. Certainly it cannot be 
necessary, as the motion to reconsider is not 
debatable. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I do not desire to em- 
barrass this billat all. [am a friend to it; and if 
the friends of the bill desire its recommittal to the 
Committee on Public Lands, I will withdraw my 
motion to reconsider. 

Mr. DAWSON. We do not desire it at all. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Then I shall insist on the 
motion to reconsider. 

Mr. WALSH. As there seems to be a great 
desire to get upon the record, and as it appears 
to be contagious, I may as well indulge in it my- 
self. 1 would inquire of the Chair, at what stage 
of the proceedings these questions cease? [Laugh- 


ter. 

The SPEAKER. All debate must cease the 
very moment the rules are enforced. [A laugh.] 

The question was taken on the motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. McMutu1y;] which 
was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on the motion to recom- 
mit the bil) and amendments to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 85, nays 89; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ashe, Ball, Barksdale, Belch- 
er, Bennett. Benson, Bocock, Boyce, Bristow, Bugg, 
Campbell, Carpenter, Caskie, Clingman, Cobb, Corwin, 
Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Thomas Davis, Dick, Dowdell, 
Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Etheridge, Flag- 
ler, Franklin, Faller, Giddings, Goode, Goodwin, Hamil- 
ton, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hibbard, 





Hill, Hillyer, Hunt, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Knox, Lamb, | 


Letcher, Lewis, Maxwell, Millson, Morrison, Norton 
Orr, Parker, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, John Perkins 
Powell, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Riddle, 
Rogers, Rowe, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Seymour, 
Shaw, Shower, Simmons, William Smith, William R. 
Smith, Sollers, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tel- 
ler, Walley, Warren, Israel Washburn, Daniel B. Wright, 
and Zollicoffer—85. - 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis 
Allen, David J. Bailey, Bank§, Breckinridge, Caruthers, 
Chamberlain, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, Churchwell, 
Clark, Cook, Cox, John G. Davis, Dawson, De Witt, Dun- 
bar, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, John M. Etiott, Ellison, 
English, Farley, Fenton, Florence, Goodrich, Green, 
Greenwood, Grow, ae Hendricks, Henn, Hoester, 
Houston, Howe, Hughes, 1, George W. Jones, J. 


> 
? 





ssible for any amendments to || 


bill with the amendments to the Committee on || 


| Macdonald, McDougall, MeMullin, Mace, Macy, yindeley, 
|, Maurice, Mayall, Middleswarth, Smith Miller Mara.’ 
|| Nichols, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Peck, Phelps, David Habe 
|| Robbins, Sapp, Shannon, Singleton, Skelton, Bienes 
Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton Ale A. 
der H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Semen Xan- 
| drew Stuart, John J. Taylor, Thurston, Trout Te 
| Upham, Wade, Walbridge, Walsh, Ellibu B. Washbug 
|, Wells, Tappan Wentworth, Westbrook, and Wit, the, 
|| So the bill was not recommitted to the Commi, 
| tee on Public Lands. 

The SPEAKER. The question now recurs ‘. 
the adoption of the amendment proposed by the 


_ gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Jones 


| Mr. HIESTER. Has the morning hour ex. 


ired ? 
| . The SPEAKER. The morning hour has ex. 
pired; but the main question having been ordered 
_ no motion is in order till the bill with amendments 
| be disposed of. The question now is on the 
|| amendment submitted by the gentleman from 
Tennessee. 
Several Memsers. Let it be read. 
The amendment was reported, as follows: 


Strike out the following words: 
Provided, That the portion of said law that has been 
| construed as authorizing the entry of lands under said id. 
uating act, or filing a declaration of intention to entey 
_ lands for the use of the applicant, and for the purpose of 
settlement and cultivation, shall hereafter be considereq as 
authorizing an entry in such cases only on proof of actual 
| settlement and improvement by the party making such ap- 
plication under such rules and regulations as may be pre- 
| scribed by the Secretary of the Interior for that purpose, 


And insert in lieu thereof, the following: 


ind be it further enacted, That any free person who js 
the head of a family, or who has arrived at the age of 
twenty-one years, and is a citizen of the United States, 
shall, from and after the passage of this act, be entitled tp 
enter, at the rate of fourteen and one half cents per acre, 
to be paid at the expiration of five years from the date of 
such ¢ntry, one quarter section of vacant and unappropri- 
ated public lands, which may, at the time the application is 
made, be subject to private entry at or b@ow one dollar and 
twenty five cents per acre, or a quantity equal thereto, tu be 
located in a body, in conformity with the legal subdivisions 
of the public lands, and after the same shall have been sur- 
veyed. Py : 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the person ap- 
| plying for the benefit of this act shall, upon application to 
| the register of the land office in which he or she is aboutto 
| make such entry, make affidavit before the said register 
| that he or she is the head of a family, or is twenty-one 

years of age, and that such application is made for his or her 

| exclusive use and benefit, and those specially mentioned in 
this act, and not, either directly or indirectly, for the use or 
| benefit of any other person or persons whomsoever; and 
| upon making the affidavit, as above required, and filing the 
affidavit with the register, he or she shail thereupon be per- 
mitted to enter the quantity of land already specified : Pro- 
vided, however, That no certificate shall be given, or patent 
issued therefor, until the expiration of five years from the 
date of such entry ; and if, at the expiration of such time, 
the person making such entry, or, if he be dead, his widow, 
or, in case of her death, his heirs or devisee, or, in case of 
a widow making such entry, her heirs or devisee, in case 
of her death, shall prove, by two credible witnesses, thathe, 
she, or they, have continued to reside upon and cultivate 
said land, and still reside upon the same, and have notalien- 
ated the same, or any part thereof, then, in such case, he, 
she, or they, shall be entitled to a patent, as in other cases 
provided for by law: And provided, further, In case of the 
death of both father and mother, leaving an infant child, or 
children, under twenty-one years of age, the right and the 
fee shall inure to the benefit of said infant child or children, 
and the executor, administrator, or an may, at any 
time within two years after the death of the surviving pa- 
rent, and in accordance with the laws of the State in which 
| such children, for the time being, have their domicile, sel: 
said land for the benefit of said infants, but for no uther 
| purpose; and the purchaser shall acquire the absolute title 
by the purchase, and be entitled to a patent from the United 
tates. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the register of 
the land office shall note all such applications on the tect 
books and plats of his office, and keep a register of all 
such entries, and make return thereof to the General Land 
nearer with the proof upon which they bave been 

ounded. 

Sec.4. nd be it further enacted, That if, at any time 
after filing the affidavit as required in the second section of 
this act, and before the expiration of the five years afore- 
said, itshall be proven, after due notice to the settler, to the 
satisfaction of the register of the land office, that the person 

| having filed such affidavit shalt have actually changed his 
or her residence, or abandoned the said entry for more than 
| six months at any time, then, and in that event, the land 8 


iI 








entered shall revert back to the Government, and be dis- 
posed of as other public lands are now by law, subject 10 
an appeal to the General Land Office. $e 

|| See. 5. And be it enacted, That if any individos! 
now a resident of any one of the States or Territories, res 
not a ett.zen of the United States, but, at the time of t 
passage of this act, shall have filed a declaration of — 
tion as uired by the naturalization laws of the Unit 
States, and shall become a citizen of the came before the 
‘issuing of the patent, as made and ded for in ena 
shall be placed upon an equal footing with the native: 
citizen of the United States. vidua 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That no indi 

shall be permitted to make more than one entry under 1 
provisions ef this act; and that the Commissioner © 
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| would not be ten votes adverse to it. 


——— oa 
spperal Land Office is hereby required to pare 

ae rules and regulations, consistent wie this act, 
oa shall be neeessary and proper to carry its provisions into | 


ot: and that the registers and receivers of the several 
effect chall be entitled to receive the same compen- 
osen (or any lands entered under the provisions of this 
oat that they are now entitled to receive when the same 
quantity of land is entered with money, one half to be paid 
by the person making the enphentee, at the time of so do- 
ng, and the other half on the issue the certificate by the 
; oa to whom it may be issued: Provided, however. That 
rl persons entering land under the provisions of this act 
shall, as near as may be practicable, in making such ae 
be confined to each alternate quarter section, and to lan 
subject to private entry: And ed further, That = 
ing in this act shall be so construed as to impair or interfere 
in aay manner whatever with existing preémption rights : 
Provided further, That the provisions of this act shall be 
<o construed as to authorize the class of persons provided 
for in the foregoing part of this act, who may not own one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, to enter, at the rate of 
fourteen and one half cents per acre, any of the public 
jands adjoining his or her farm subject to entry at the min- 
imum price per acre, a quantity when added to what they 
now own, equal to one hundred and sixty acres, provided 
he or she shall cultivate the whole or a part thereof, 


Mr. COBB. I believe now, Mr. Speaker, that 


. Thave a right to make a few remarks on the sub- 


ject of this bill. 

The SPEAKER. Yes; the gentleman from 
Alabama is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COBB. 
measure which I have presented by order of the 
Committee on Public Lands—by an almost unan- 
imous order of that committee—that [ should sub- 
mit to this House a few facts, through ‘which | 
may, perhaps, succeed in satisfying, if not mem- 
bers on this floor, at least, persons at a distance, 
of the course which we should pursue in connec- 
tion with the subject now beforethe House. The 
amendment which I was ordered by the Commit- 
teeon Public Lands to report to this House, is 
eminently proper. I suppose that, if the vote were 
taken by yeas and nays on that amendment, there 
The meas- 
ure which we have before us now is one not a 
posed by the friends, but by the enemies of the 
graduation bill. WhatI have, therefore, to com- 
plain of—and which I do complain of, though not 
in a feeling of bitterness—is the course of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Dawsown,} ‘in 
proposing to attach to a measure which, perhaps, 
every member of the House would be willing to 
vote for by acclamation, another, and a different 
preposition, which is not, perhaps, so favorably 
regarded by this House. 

Ifl were the author of a t measure, I would 
prefer to present it asa distinct and separate prop- 
osition, to be carried through upon its own merits, 
and thereby obtain more honor than if I were to 
attach it to a matter to which little opposition was 
made. The measure that I have had the honor 
to report to the House from the Committee on 
Public Lands, I am willing should stand upon 
its own merits. I say that I would not have 
attached a proposition in which I felt a deep soli- 
citude to a measure to which nobody had any ob- 
jection, and thus attempt to carry it through this 
House. So far as the homestead provision is con- 
cerned, which the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
proposes to attach to the graduation measure, I 
would respectfully ask that gentleman to with- 
draw it, and let the two provisions be voted upon 
by the House separately and distinctly. I have 
another measure, of less importance to the coun- 
try, that I shall immediately offer when the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands 1 be called upon to 
report, to which the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
can attach his measure, and he will receive equall 
as much credit for his advocacy of the heunmnend, 
as he would by attaching it to a measure to which 
ae = any objection. 

t. DAWSON. In reply to the tleman 
from Alabama, I would sa Y that there 'a nothing 
incongruous in these p ings; and I would refer 
to the fact, that the gentleman himself, at the very 
last session of Congress, eda ee 
= reducing the price of public lands, with a 
nomestead proposition attached toit. There is no 
ee attaching the two measures together, 
as such & course seems to me eminent! proper. 
- a request of the gentleman from Alabama, 
oan would withdraw my proposition, I will 
ma aay a ae listened attentively to his 

es : ; : 
he hae sega ‘a certainly answer him when 

Mr. COBB. I was anxious to allude to the 

very thing of which the gentleman 





It is due to me, in behalf of the | 


has spoken; 


but it being a privet matter, connected with a 
private effort, | felt a delicacy in doing so. As the 
gentleman himself has now opened the matter, | 





| have no hesitation in now referring to it. 1 did 





| 








| 





report the graduation bill of the last session, with 
the homestead provision attached to it, and such a 
provision | will vote for to-day. It was the home- 
stead provision, without the fifth section of the bill 


as now reported by the gentleman from drape a 


vania. I will state further, that I used every effort 
in my power, by constant appeals to that gentle- 
man, to allow the two bills to pass together; but 
he refused to do so throughout, and voted against 
the graduation bill. He then refused to do it 


throughout, but he is now willing to attach his | 


mere to one that he refused to be connected 
with at the last session of Congress. Why did 


he fight against my measure so valiantly? Be- | 


cause he was afraid that it would 
measure which he had in charge. 

measure I reported has passed, and has been in- 
dorsed by the country, he is willing to attach his 


rejudice the 


| proposition toa bill that has been introduced here 
| amendatory of the same. 


I desire to state here, that I will vote for a 
homestead bill. { voted for that measure at the 
last session of Congress, and I advocated it upon 
every stump in my district, where I was called 
upon to makea speech. I am instructed, then, to 
vote for a homestead bill; but what kind of a bill 
must be presented that 1 will vote for? One thing 
I can assure gentlemen, that I am most decidedly 
er to its being attached to the graduation 
bill. I state further—and the gentleman himself 
knows it, and this House knows it—that if the 
homestead propositioh is attached to this bill 


amendatory of the graduation bill of the last ses- | 


sion—which relates merely to the machinery by 
which it is to be executed—that it will never pass 
the Senate. If I seek popularity at all, let me 
seek it upon a measure that I believe will pass, 
and not upon a measure that I believe will be de- 
feated. I advocate the passage of the measure I 


have presented as a separate and independent | 


rd cna because I am satisfied that it will pass 
both Houses. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania must know 
that his bill cannot pass the Senate, consequently, 
if it is attached to the graduation measure, both 
measures will inevitably be defeated, and the ben- 
efits resulting from my a will be lost to 
the country, If I had been as warm a friend of 
the homestead as he pretends to be, I would have 
brought it up at an early day of the session upon 
its own merits, so that we might have had a fair 
fight over the proposition of the Senate, as well 


as the proposition I have submitted. The gen- | 
| 


tleman knows, and [ want the country to know, 
and that they may believe, that this is not the onl 

chance they may have to get.a homestead bill, 
through those measures which have received the 
consideration of this House. 1 want the country 
to know that a Senate bill lies on the Speaker’s 
table, which, upon a motion made at the proper 
time, can be brought before the House for consid- 
eration in five minutes. This can be done; and 
then the gentleman from Pennsylvania can, as he 
announced to the country forty days ago, offer 
his proposition as a substitute for the Senate 
amendment. That is the way in which he could 


legitimately get at the matter. That is the way | 


in which he could have submitted to the country, 


and to the House, his proposition, and in con- | 
nection, too, with another proposition which the | 


Senate had entertained, and sent here for our 


favorable consideration. The gentleman would |, 
have stood im as favorable a position in connec- | 


tion with that bill as he does at this time. 

Now, as to the homestead bill which the gen- 
tleman has submitted. I voted last session for a 
similar one. True, he proposes that they sljall 


pay the sum of fourteen cents per acre for ig a! | 
e| 


say I voted for one of a similar character—i 
tleman will examine the bill which I intro- 
uced and 


sentatives at the last session of Congress, an 
though it bears the number “ thirty-seven,”’ and 


ow, that the | 
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rted atthe last session—absolutely | 
the first bill introduced into the House of Repre- | 
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importance had received their mature consider- 


ation; while, on the other hand, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania had his bill referred to his 
own committee, and without dotting an ‘*ij,’’ or 
crossing a ‘‘t,’’ it came back, and was reported to 
the House the very next morning. That was the 
way in which his bill gained an apparent priority 
tomine. . 

I voted for a bill containing the sixth section, 
last year, and why will I not do it to-day, if 
driven to do one thing or the other. Now one 
word to the gentleman himself; he is a lawyer, 
and I desire to state to the House and the country, 
that lam no lawyer. 1 am, in the language of 
my own country, a ** clod-hopper,’’ or in other 
words a farmer. I am not a lawyer, and not 
able te construe, with that scrutiny which lawyers 
are accustomed to exercise, the effects of the 
language used in a bill. But the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, has repeatedly announced himself 
in this House, as being a lawyer, and that the fifth 
section of his bill would not allow foreigners, who 
should come into this country hereafter, to avail 
themselves of the benefits of the bill. 1 want that 
amended, and I want the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania, if he believes that to be true to-day, as 
he has heretofore stated, to accept the proposition 
of the gentleman from Tennessee, or allow the 


| fifth section to be stricken out, in order to clear 


away the doubts that rest ye the provisions of 

myself believe that 
they would be excluded, but I have no right to 
set up my opinion inst that of lawyers. I 
find in that class of individuals a variety of senti- 


| ments upon the subject, but the gentleman from 


Pennsylvania, has announced to the country, as 
a lawyer, that it would exclude from its benefits 
those immigrants who should hereafter come into 
the country. I[fso, let us strike it out, and adopt 
the one offered by the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Will the gentleman allow 
me to correct him ? 

Mr. COBB. If I am wrong. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. I think the gentleman is 


| most certainly mistaken, and that he does injus- 


tice to the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. COBB. Is he not a lawyer? 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Certainly he is; but the 
gentleman is mistaken in supposing that eny law- 


| yer believes that the substitute offered by the gen- 


tleman from Pennsylvania excludes foreigners who 
may arrive in the country hereafter, and become 
naturalized. Such a construction was given by 
some persons to the bill of last session; a con- 
struction, in my judgment, erroneous; but no one 
believes that the bill now before the House—I 
mean the substitute of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania—wiill exclude them. 

Mr. COBB. Then the gentleman has changed 
his position; and he is not entitled to the reputa- 
tion—as a lawyer—lI havealways ascribed to him; 


| for he repeated!y announced, as will be remem- 


bered by those who were here last session, that it 
did exclude those who should hereafter emigrate 


|| to the country. He declared that such was his 


intention, as I understood him; and, so under- 
standing, I voted accordingly. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. That was last summer. 

Mr. COBB. Yes, last summer; and does the 

ntleman from Pennsylvania shift his ground to- 

y? 

Mr. DAWSON. If the gentleman will allow, 
I will refer him to the fifth section of the bill. 

Mr. COBB. I rely upon the language of the 
gentleman, last session, and the announcement of 
the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Erneaince,]} 
that it was believed, that the amendment did pro- 
vide for the exclusion of foreigners, who should 
hereafter come into the country. If that is so, 
if it does so provide, | announce before Heaven 
and earth, I would not vote for any homestead 
bill containing that provision. I did not believe 
they did contain such a provision, but the lawyers 
are against me. 

Mr. DAWSON. I have no hesitation, what- 
‘ever, in referring the gentleman to the provisions 
of the bill. I meet the gentleman promptly and 
squarely. The fifth section is in the following 


his bears number ‘¢ one,””—yet it was the first bill || janguage: 

introduced, and the gentleman’s bill was | “ And be it further enacted, That if any individual, now 
first by some kind of legerdemain—he wiil find | a resident of any one of the States or Territories, and Bot 
it as I have stated. My bill was committed to | a citizen of the United States, but, at the time of the pas- 


the Committee on Public Lands, and they did not 
desire to report it back, until a matter of so much |! and shall become a citizen of the same, before the issuing 


sage of this act, shall have filed a declaration of intention, 
by the naturalization lawsof the United States, 
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of the patent, as made and provided for in this act, shall be | 
placed upon an equal footing with the native-born citizen 
of the United States.” 

The object of that provision was to exclude all | 
foreigners who may come into the country after | 
the adoption of this bill, from the benefits of its | 
provisions. 

Let me say a word in reply to the remarks of || 
the gentleman from Alabama. I am glad he is | 
coming up to the very point I wish to attain. I | 
take occasion to refer him to the very law, of 
which he was the gentleman who reported it at | 
the last session—I mean the graduation bill—and | 
which he carried through this House. By the || 
very terms of that bill, ‘* any person,” no matter 
whether a foreigner, no matter what his color or | 
complexion, can come here and enter upon the | 
public land, and acquire a title to the same, by 
payment, according to the graduated and reduced 
price. If the gentleman could be eo liberal upon 
that occasion, and require not even the ordinary | 
period of probation, the term of five years before | 
naturalization, I think he ought not to stick at the 
provisions of this bill. 

Mr. COBB. But the graduation bill does not 
propose to give away the land. 

Mr. DAWSON. The gentleman will allow 
me to say that the amendment now proposed | 
affixes fourteen and a half cents per acre as the | 
consideration, 

Mr. COBB. ‘I will not ask the gentleman to || 
put language into my mouth, though | need it | 
much. If you will study the graduation bill | 
closely, you will find who are the recipients of || 
the benefits of that bill. You will find that the | 
sixth section refers to certain preémption laws. | 
If the. gehtleman will examine those laws care- 
fully, he will see who are entitled to become owners 
of the public lands. 

Farther, every State I suppose has the right— || 
Iam no lawyer, and I may ran foul of the law || 
again—I ce every State has the right to say || 
who shall hold lands within her jurisdiction, and | 
of course, under the provisions of those laws, I i 
suppose they can exclude such individuals as they | 
deem proper, 1 

lam nota lawyer. » My actions here are, and 
have been, guided by common-sense ajone, at 
least what [ possess of it. v 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. With -the gentleman's | 
permission, I will interrupt him for the purpose | 
of saying a few words to my amendment. 

Mr. COBB. First let me get through with my | 
remarks. If I had been allowed to proceed with- | 
out interruption, I should have finished what I | 
had to say some fifteen minutes ago. 

I shall now, Mr. Speaker, comment on the | 
fifth section of the homestead amendment. On 
that section the entire amendment hangs. If that, | 
section be stricken out, I will say that there is no | 
man in this House who will be readier to advo- | 
eate and support the amendment adopted by the | 
gentleman from Tennessee, on the suggestion of | 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. That section | 
is ambiguous and of doubtfal propriety, to say | 
the least. Lawyers of great ability differ in regard | 
to its construction. I want the matter settled one | 
way or the other. If I vote, I want to vote for 
that which will, when passed, admit of but one 
construction. I desire this bounty to inure to 
the benefit of those now American citizens, and | 
to no others. If the matter were left to my own | 
judgment, I would say that the amendment does | 
exclude from the benefit of its provisions all who | 
may, after its passage, emigrate to this country; | 
ye knowing that gentlemen of experience and | 

igh reputation in the law are at variance in 
regard to the construction, | deem it my duty to 
do now what I thought had already been done by | 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, while I was 
following in his wake. 

Mr. DAWSON. If the gentleman will allow 
me, I will = a single word. 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania had an hour yesterday, and he ought to be 
satisfied. 

Mr. DAWSON. A single word. 

Mr. COBB. I will tell the gentleman that he 
did well yesterday, and that he ought to be eatis- 
fied with the splendid effort which he then made. 
Ii would do credit to any legislator. But when one 
humble as myself is putting himself right before 
the House and country, he ought not to interrupt 
and embarrass. 
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| 











| the gentleman from Tennessee. 


| Section out. 


Mr. DAWSON. Idesireonly to make a single 
word of explanation. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama, the Chair understands, objects to yielding 
to the gentleman. 

Mr. COBB. Let the gentleman explain. 

Mr. DAWSON.. | simply desire to reply to 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Alabama, 
that the bill, as it passed the House at the last 
session, and as submitted by me at the present 
one, was intended to exclude all foreigners who 
might hereafter emigrate to this country. If there 
be a shadow of a doubt in regard to that point, I 
have certainly, for one, no objection, if the House 
deem it proper, to the amendment indicated by 

Mr. COBB. Let the gentleman strike that 

Mr. DAWSON. I would do so, but I have no 
control of the amendment. My friend from Ten- 
nessee has it in charge. 


Mr. COBB. My friend from Tennessee told || 


me, when I called his attention to the matter, that 
he intends the bill shall embrace in its provisions 
those who shall hereafter emigrate to this country; 


| that the language will admit of no other construc- 


tion. I have unbounded confidence in that gentle- 


I have followed him through thick and thin; but | 


| must confess that I begin to doubt whether his 


views on this subject should be nffide the law of 
the land. I am convinced that a distinction 
should be made between those who are now here 
and those who may hereafter emigrate; and as 
the gentleman from Tennessee has now assumed 
the parentage of the amendment, I may properi 

speak to him onit. If he intends to embrace all 
who may hereafter emigrate, then he goes beyond 


what was intended by the gentleman from Penn- || 


sylvania. - 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Will the gentleman yield 
to me now? 

Mr. COBB. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. As the gentle- 
man has retailed private conversation between us, 
I hope that I may be allowed to put myself right 
in the matter. 

Mr. COBB. I take all that I have said back if 
the gentleman thinks I have put him in the wrong. 
[Laughter.]} ‘ 

The SPEAKER. ~ Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee [Mr. Ernerince] yield to His colleague? 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. My colleague must ex- 
cuse me, but I cannot yield. 

Mr. COBB. The gentleman will have eppor- 


|| tunity for explanation in a little while. 


Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, the gentle- 


|| man from Alabama stated, a few moments ago, 


and very emphatically, that if-the substitute of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Dawson] did 
not exclude, by its provisions, those who might 
hereafter emigrate to this country, he was opposed 
to it. 

Mr. COBB. Yes, sir; and I repeat it. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Dawson] read the fifth section, 
and stated that, in his judgment, that section 
would exclude all future emigrants. Then the 

entleman is in favor of the amendment of which 

have given notice. The declaration of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama is clear and unmistakable, 
that, without the amendment I propose, he would 
not vote for the substitute of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. Thefifth section embracesall who, 
at the passage of the bill, shall have filed a declara- 
tion of intention to become citizens of the United 
States. The first section provide’ simply for 
any free person who is a citizen and the head of 
a eniiy. If any legal gentleman be asked, under 
what section a future emigrant, becoming natural- 
ized, can claim this bounty, he will reply that 
th@re are three qualifications necessary to entitle 
one to it—citizenship, majority, and being the 
head of a family. It was necessary, if you in- 
tended to provide for those who have emigrated 
here and filed their declaration of intention to 
become citizens, that you should do so by special 

rovision. That is done in the fifth section. No 
awyer, it seems to me, whe understands the force 
of law or language, can read the first section of 
the substitute now pending, and say that a for- 
eigner is not embraced by its provisions, when he is 
naturalized. If he be twenty-one years of age, 
the head of a family, and sicidiaut. he can, 
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man. Since | have been a member of Congress, || think it does—it can certainly find some mode 
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under this bill or substitute, claj 
provided for Averican citizens ina ‘t Corey 
depend upon the period of his naturalizatior 
he fifth section is pointed to by the re 
from Pennsylvania. That section provid 
pressly for those who have filed their dec moe 
| of intention to become citizens, and for Sent 
z : s On| 
| But, sir, the friends of the proposition no I 
ing disagree among themselves as to its Meani 
I take it that =" colleague |Mr. J ONES] is in fan . 
of embracing foreigners hereafter arriving ar 
country ; and it, therefore, suits him, He thy 
make it a little more explicit and emphatic 2 
accomplish his purposes, but it is ample in . 
provision, and provides a homestead for |i A 
| world, if it should hereafter emigrate and be 
| naturalized. I challenge any gentleman, who j 
lawyer of ability and experience, to examine the 
_ substitute, and show me the section, or line 
| word, which excludes any one hereafter eehdn 
| to this country and becoming naturalized. * 
The amendment which I have offered is aly, 
“out of order.” I make no complaint on thy 
score. Ifthe gentleman from Pennsylvania desing 
| the exclusion of those hereafter emigratin to this 
| country, let him aecept my amendment. If the 
House desires to adopt my amendment—ang | 





which to adopt it. Itis strange that, if the hod) 
wishes the adoption of such an amendment wh 
propose, it cannot do so at any stage of the pro. 
ceedings, especially when so large a Major 

seem to favor the principle. We shall present, 
remarkable condition of things, in this respect, by | 
indicating that a majority of the House are in favo, 
of a certain amendment, but that, under the role. 
mo are never in a position to incorporate it into thy 

ill. 

I repeat that I should be pleased to see any 
lawyer get up here, and give it, as his legal opin. 
: — uae Seem Op 
| ion, after full examination, that this bill exclude 
| foreigners who may hereafier emigrate to this 
|country. The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
_ readily turns to a section embracing within its pro- 
visions all persons who have declared their inten- 
tion to become citizens, but which excludes no one. 
| We can all understand that; but I wish to be 
| shown the section, line, or word, which excludes 

future emigrants. 

Mr. OLDS. I rise toa question of order. | sub- 
mit that the gentleman from Alabama cannot give 
way to the gentleman from Tennessee to make a 
speech a Know-Nothingism. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair sustains the ques- 
| tion of order. According to the practice of the 
| House the gentleman from Alabamia can only 
yield for explanation. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle 
man to yield to me for a moment strictly for 
explanation. 

Mr. COBB. I will yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. JONES. By the first part of the subst- 
tute which I have offered, it is provided that any 
person who is the head of a family, or who he 
arrived at the eee of twenty-one — and is & 
citizen of the United States, shall be entitled to 
avail himself of the benefits of this act. This is 
clear and definite. Should it » No person, 
under that provision, can receive or enjoy the 
benefit of these provisions, except citizens of the 
United States. 

Mr. WALSH. I would like to ask the gentle 
man if the bill makes any provision for persons 
intending to become the heads of families’ 
a . 

a JONES. The fifth section of the bill pro 
vides: 

“ That any who is now a resident of any one of 
the States or Territories, and nota citizen of the United 
States, but, at the time of the passzge of this act, shall have 
filed a declaration of intention, as required by the naturall 
zation laws of the United States, and shall became 8 cif 
anaes 
an ” 
footing with the native-born citizen of the United States. 

Now, sir, by the fifth section of thisact the first 
section is so far modified as to permit a resident 
of this country who is not a citizen, but who bes 
declared his intention to become such under out 
naturalization laws, to enter one hundred and = 
acres of the public lands under the provisions 
this act. But having entered it, and having "© 
mained upon it and cultivated it five years, heca® 
still have no right to a title to the land; and 8 
patent for it can, in no case, be issued until 
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ae fected his naturalization and become a citi- 
= peihis country. Is there anything in that? 
soak the House if there is anything wrong in it? 
But of States after the e of this law, does 

acquire any right under it! _There is not one 
if oe provisions of this bill, either the fifth see- 
sop, or any other, that can be made to apply to him 
mile he remains an alien under our Government. 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. I rise to a question of 
oe “because I was discussing the merits of the 
Dill. My colleague is doing precisely the same 
oe COBB. Oh, the gentleman from Tennessee 
es just coming to the point the gentleman was 
Pear JONES. Yes sir; I had just arrived at 
that point. Suppose a foreigner comes to this 


































































will have no right to secure the title to 
nee of Jand, under this bill, so long as he 
emains an alien. If he makes his declaration of 
tention to become a citizen, he can still secure 
o right, under the fifth section, or any other pro- 


Abrough the entire probation required by our laws, 
nd shall have taken his final oath to renounce all 
llegiance to all other Powers, and to support the 
onstitution and laws of the United States; and 


iener. He will then have become a citizen of the 


you make him a citizen, whenever he is 
ither by birth or adoption, he should have all the 


onstitution of the country; and, so far as my 
‘ote is concerned, he shall have them. 

If it is your desire to exclude all foreigners, 
en repeal your naturalization laws, and prevent 
em from becoming citizens, Then they will 
ave no rights under this bill. Mr. Speaker, it 
3 my opinion, that if we encourage, or if we per- 
it foreigners to come to this country at all, the 
poner we incorporate them With ourselves and 
make them citizens, after having undergone the 
ecessary probation to qualify them for the enjoy- 
nent and exercise of the rights of citizens, the 
peiter. 

' The SPEAKER, (interrupting.) In the opin- 
on of the Chair, the gentleman from Tennessee 
transcending his rights, under the rule; the gen- 
eman from Alabama having yielded only for 


n called to the fact by the gentleman’s col- 
ague, [Mr. Erneripge,] he feels bound to inter- 
pt the gentleman. . 
Mr. COBB, (resuming.) Some of my friends 
who are much older than I am—for I am a very 

oung member—have thought that, perhaps, I 
bught not to have alluded to the private conversa- 
ion which occurred between myself and the gentie- 

an from Tennessee. 1 will say that, although it 
ommenced as a private converaation between us, 

ore it was concluded, there were, perhaps, a 
ozen persons: present, and it seemed to me that 
t did not longer retain the character of a strictly 
private conversation. I will say, in answer to the 
tleman from Tennessee, that if the position he 
ssumes be correct, that the fifth section of this 
bill makes its benefits applicable to persons not in 
he country at the time of the passage of the act, 
er having undergone their five years probation, 
am not willing to see it adopted. I repeat it, 
ir, | am not willing to see such a provision 
dopted. If it becomes necessary to provide for 
iat class _of persons, I am willing that another 
bill should be passed that shall make provision 
or them. 
But [ do not wish to make an 
this bill. I Wish to provide ‘for the people of 
_ country who are now citizens, and not to 
nticipate t e possible fact that others ma e 
here. 1 amin favor, myself, of.confining the Ubn. 
is of this act exclusively to the American popu- 
von. Sut, notwithstanding the explanation of 
ne gentleman from Tennessee, I am still of the 
pinton—and I wish to state it, that I may not be 
neunderstood—that I have all along entertained, 
at the fifth section of this bill would. not embrace 
he class of ers who shall arrive after the 


passage of the act, which the gentleman says it 
will embrace. But, as I havessid, 1 am ot tedreied 


y such provision 





en he will be an American citizen, and not a for- | 
Tnited States—an adopted citizen—and, according | 
> my construction of right and justice, whenever | 
citizen, | 


ights and privileges which are granted by the 


suppose any person comes into the | 


I was interrupted, and made to take my | 


ountry after this bill becomes the law of the land, | 


ision of the bill, until he shall have passed | 
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xplanation, and the attention of the Chair having | 





| man from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Jones] has moved an 
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in the legal construction of bills. I have no dis- 
position to dispute the gentleman’s opinion, so far 
as the construction of the bill which he offers as 
an amendment is concerned. 

I have consumed far more of the time of the 
House than | intended when J first rose. I in- 
tended to occupy only seven minutes and a half; 
but the various interruptions to which I have been 
subjected have led me to; trespass longer than | 
intended upon the time of the House. I have 
done now. 

The question now being upon Mr. Jones’s 
amendment, 

Mr. MILLSON demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I move that 
the House resolve itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair holds that that |! 


motion is not in order; the House having determ- 
ined that the main question shall be now put. 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I desire to be informed if 
the amendment ofiered by the genueman from 
Tennessee before me, [Mr. Exuenrives,| is be- 
fore the House? 
The SPEAKER. It is not before the House. 
Mr.CAMPBELL. Sol understand; butsome 
gentlemen around me suppose that it is pending. 
The EAKER. And the Chair has ex- 
plained, four or five times, the reason why it could 
not be before the House. That reason he will 
again repeat. The gentleman from Alabama [Mr. 
Cops} reported back, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, the original bill, with an amend- 
ment, in the nature of a substitute. The gentle- 


amendmentto that amendment; and, consequently, 
no other amendment can be entertamed. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Jones’s 
amendment, and it was decided in the negauve— 
yeas 72, nays 93; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen Willis Alien, Breckin- 
ridge, Bristow, Chamberlain, Chandler, Chrisman, Clark, 
Cox, Curtis, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, De 
Witt, Dunbar, Dunham, Eddy, John M@ Elliot, Ellison, 
Farley, Fenton, Florence, Guedrich, Green, Greenwood, 
Grow, Hastings, Hendricks, Henn, Hiester, Howe, Hughes, 
George W. Joues, J. Glancy Jones, Roland Jones, Latham, 
Lindsiey, McMullin, Mace, Macy, Maurice, Middieswarth, 
Murray, Noble, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Peck, Phelps, Rich- 
ardson, David Ritchie, Robbins, Sapp, Sbannon, Singleton, 
Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, Alexan- 
der H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, Straub, 
David Stuart, Jobu J. Taylor, Trout, Tweed, Upham, Wal- 
bridge, Walker, Walsh, Eilibu &. Washburne, Weils, 
Tappan Wentworth, and Westbrook—73. 

AYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Appleton, Ashe, 
David J. Bailey, Bali, Banks, Barksdale, Beicher, Benneu, 
Bensou, Benton, Buss, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Bugg, 
Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Caskie, Chase, Chastain, 
Clingiman, Cobb, Corwin, Craige, Crocker, Culiom, Dick, 
Dowdell, Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Ethe- 
ridge, Flagler, Franklin, Faller, Goode, Hamilton, Aaron 
Harian, Sampson W. Harris, Haven, Hibbard, Hull, Hulyer, 
Houston, Hunt, Johnson, Kidwell, Knox, Kunz, Lamb, 
Lewis, Max well, Smith Miller, Millson, Morrison, Nichols, 
Orr, Parker, Pennington, John Perkins, Philips, Powel), 
Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, Riddie, Rogers, 
Rowe, Ruffin, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Seymour, Suaw, 
Shower, Simmons, William Smith, William R. Smith, 
George W. Smyth, Soliers, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G, 
Taylor, Teller, Thurston, Walley, Wheeler, Daniel B. 
Wright, and Zollicofier—93. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Before the result of the abeve vote was an- 
nounced, _ 

Mr. MATTESON stated that he was in favor 
of the amendment; but that, at the request of Mr. 
Lercuer, he had paired off with that gentleman. 

Mr. KITT stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Encuisn.” 

Mr. MILLSON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was rejected, and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider do lie upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


The question recurred on eo of oe 
original bill, reported from the Committee on Pub- 
lio Lede. engl 

It was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, &c., That so much of the act of August 18, 
1854, entitled “* An act to graduate and reduce the price of 
public to actual settlers and cultivators,’’ as requires 

of the applicant, under said act, to be taken 
before the » Or receiver, be, and the same is hereby 
repealed; and said affidavit may hereafter be taken before 
any officer authorize to administer oaths, under such reg- 
ulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior; and so much of said act as requires that the land 
entered for the use of an.adjoining farw, or plantation, shall 
adjoin that tract, or tracts, actually occupied or owned as a 
farm or plantation, be, and the same is hereby, so construed 
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as toinclude anytract, or tracts, that may corner with such 
farm or plantation: Provided, That the portion of said law 
that has been construed as authorizieg the entry of lands 


under said graduating act, on filing a declaration of intention 
to enter lands for the use of the applicant, and for the pur- 
pose of settlement and cultivation, shall hereaNer be con- 
sidered as authorizing an entry in such cases only as proof 
of actual settlement, and improvement, by the party 
making such application, under such rules and regulations 
as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interor for 
that purpose. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That hereafter, in 
addition to the affidavit now required by the provisions of 
said act, each applicant shall be required to make oath that 
he or she intends to appropriate said land to his or her own 
exclusive use or benefit, and he or she bas not, directly, or 
indirectly, made any agreement or contract in any way or 


| Manner with any person or persuns whatsoever, by which 
| the tide by which he or she might acquire ffom. the Gov- 


ernment of the United States, should inure, in whole or in 


| Part, to the benefit of any person except bimeelf or herself. 


And no person shall be entiied to any of the benefits of 
eaid act who is not a citizen of the United States, or who 
has not filed his dectaration of intention to become a citi- 
zen, as required by the naturalization laws. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. McMULLIN called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Prituirs 


| and INGERSOLL were appointed. 


The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 84, noes 39. 

So the substitute was agreed to. ; 

The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be en- 


| grossed and read a third time, and being engrossed 
| it was aceordingly read a third time. 


Mr. COBB. 
onthe passage of the bill. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I ask for tellers on sec- 
onding the call for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Enmanvs.and 
Nose were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 80, noes not counted. 

So the demand for the previous question was 
seconded, and the main question was ordered to 
be put. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I desire to have 
that bill read, and particularly the latter portion of 
it, which defines who shall have the right of enter- 
ing on the public lands. 


I call for the previous question 


Mr. COBB. I call the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to order, 
Mr. JONES. I am in order. I have a right 


to ask for the reading of the bill. 

Mr. COBB. Yes, but you have no right to 
make a speech upon it. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee desire to have the bill again read? 

Mr. JONES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. COBB. I object. 

Mr. JONES. Have I not a right to have it 
read, as it was not read on the age? 

The SPEAKER. The third reading of the bill 
has been had. 

Mr. JONES. Yes, by its title. 

The SPEAKER. By its title only, which is 
the reading, unless objected to. But it is compe- 
tent for the gentleman from Tennessee to have it 
read in extenso by the order of the House. 

Mr. JONES. I do not care about any part of 
it, except the latter clause relating to citizens and 
those who have declared their intention to become 


such. 
The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Alabama object to that? 
Mr. COBB. No, sir. 
The SPEAKER. Thentheclause will be read. 
Several Mempers. Read the whole bill. ‘ 
The bill was again read in extenso. 
Mr. JONES. | ask the yeas and nays on the 


passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and there were— 
yeas 68, nays 15; as follows: 


YEAS—Messr:,. Abercrombie, James C. Allen, Willis 
Allen, Ashe, David J. Bailey, Ball, Barksdale, Benton, 
Bliss, Campbell, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chase, Clark, 
Cobb, Cook, Cullom, John G. Davis, Dowdell, Dunbar, 
Eastman, » English, Etheridge, Farley, Grow, 
Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Henn. Hib- 
bard, Heister, Hillyer, Houston, Hughes, Ingersoti, John- 
son, Knox, Lamh, Latham, McMullin, Macy, Maxwell, 
Smith Miller, Murray, Noble, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, 
Parker, John Perkins, Ready, Riddie, Sapp, Shannen, 
Singleton, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Hestor L. Stevens, 
Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Walker, 
Sea eee B. Washburne, Wells, Westbrook, and 
Daniel B. Wright—68. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Thomas H. Bayly, 
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Banks, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Bocock, Boyce, Breck- 
inridge, Bristow, Brooks, Carpenter, Caskie, Chandler, 
Chastain, Chrisman, Clingman, Corwin, Cox, Craige, 
Crocker, Dawson, De Witt, Dick, Dunham, Eddy, Ed- 
mundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Ellison, Flor- 
ence, Franklin, Fuller, Goode, Goodrich, Green, Green- 
wood, Hastings, Haven, Hendricks, Hill, Howe, George W. 
Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt, Kurtz, Lewis, Lindsley, Mac- 
donald, Mace, Matteson, Maurice, Middleswarth, Millson, 
Morrison, Nichols, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Orr, Peck, Pen- 
nington, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Phillips, Pratt, Pringle, 
Paryear, Reese, Richardson, Robbins, Rogers, Rowe, Ruf- 
fin, Sabin, Sage, Seward, Shaw, Shower, Simmons, Skel- 
ton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Sollers, Stratton, 
John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Teller, Trout, Up- 
ham, Wade, Walley, Israel Washburn, Tappan Went- 
worth, and Wheeler—95. 
So the bill was rejected. 


Mr. DAWSON. I move that we proceed to 
the consideration of business upon the Speaker’s 
table, with a view of taking up the homestead 
bill as it came here from the Senate in its amended 
form. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I move that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. I rise to a priv- 
ileged question. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was rejected, and to lay the metion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. COBB. Upon that motion I call the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. MACE. I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. PERKINS, of Louisiana. I desire to ask 
the Speaker what business will come up next in 
order during the morning hour? 

The SPEAKER, (Mr. Orr temporarily occu- 
pying the chair.) The present occupant of the 
chair is informed that the diplomatic and consu- 
lar bill will come up first in order, as the business 
of the morning hour. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I ask the gentleman 
from Indiana to withdraw his motion to adjourn 
fora moment, and [ will renew it. 

Mr. MACE. In compliance with ‘the gentle- 
man’s request, I withdraw my motion to adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH. I desire to state to the House 
that 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Virginia will not be in order in making any 
remarks. The first question before the House is 
the privileged motion, made by the gentleman from 
Tennessee, to reconsider the vote by which the 
graduation bill was rejected, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. SMITH. Aecording to my promise, I 
then renew the motion to adjourn. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

The House thereupon, at three o’clock, p. m., 
adjourned till to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m, 











IN SENATE. 
Tuorspay, January 11, 1855. 


Prayer by Rev. Wituiam H. Miravrn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Hon. Jvpan P. Bensamix, of Louisiana, 
appeared in his seat to-day. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. STUART presented the memorial, together 
with accompanying papers, of R. W. Thompson, 
asking compensation for services rendered as 
attorney to the Menomonee Indians; which was 
referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. CLAYTON ‘presented the memorial of 
Mrs. Olivia W. Cannon, widow of the late mid- 
shipman Joseph 8. Cannon, praying to be placed 
on the pension list; which was referred to the 
‘Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Sarah Smith Stafford, 
only daughter of James B. Stafford, an officer in 
the aoe of the Revolution, praying compensa- 
tion for her father’s services; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of Colonel E. 
Camp, praying compensation for fencing used by 
the United States troops for fuel, at Sackett’s 
Harbor, in the year 1812; also for the occupation 


of his ground by said troops, and for lead used 
for making shot; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


Mr. DAWSON presented a memorial of Daniel 
Campbell, Marehell Brown, and others, of the 
District of Columbia, praying the passage of a law 


rr 








to incorporate the Columbia W ood Gas Company; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
| trict of Columbia. 


| Steadman, a soldier in the war of 1812, praying 
to be allowed a pension on account of disability 
incurred while in the military service; which was 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the memorial of the heirs of Robert Mc- 
Connell, deceased, late of Alabama, praying in- 
demnity for a negro, and other property, carried 
away or destroyed by the Creek Indians in 1813; 
| which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs. 
| Mr. MASON presented the memorial of 
| Thomas W. Tansill, praying to be allowed bounty 

land, additional pay, an rv Sindh provided by 
the acts of March 2, 1833, and 1837, in relation 
to the marine corps, together with pay and allow- 
ances of a musician in said corps, from 17th Jan- 
uary, 1837; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 


REPORT FROM A STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred, by mistake, the 
petition of Hall Neilson, praying the remission of 
interest on notes given the United States in pay- 
ment for land, asked to be discharged: from its 
further consideration, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands; which was agreed to. 


COMMITTEE ON ENROLLED BILLS.- 
On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 
Ordered, That an additional member of the Committee 
on Enrolled Bills be appointed by the President pro tem- 
pore. 


And Mr. Braiwerp was appointed. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. FISH, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the construction of a suitable building 
for a custom-hkouse, post office, and court-house, 
in Plattsburg, New York; which was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. RUSK asked and obtained the unanimous 
consent of the Senate to introduce a bill to provide 
for the transportation of the mails, troops, seamen, 
military and naval] stores, munitions of war, funds, 
and other property of the United States, from the 
Mississippi river to the Pacific ocean; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred to 
the select committee on the Pacific railroad, and 
ordered to be printed. ‘ 


NAVAL DEPOT IN GEORGIA. 


Mr. TOOMBS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered, by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 
to lay before the Senate all surveys and reports in his De- 
partment, upon the fitness of the harbor of Brunswick, in 
the State of Georgia, for a naval depot ; and also his opin- 
ion upon the propriety of the establishment of such depot 
at that place. 





FRANCIS W. RICE. 


Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered, by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to communicate to the Senate, if not incompati- 
ble with the public interest, copies of ail correspondence 
on the files of the State Department, in reference to the 
claim of Francis W. Rice, late United States consul at 
Acapulco, which may have been received by, or have ema- 
nated from, said Department since the 20th of July, 1852. 


TEXAS TROOPS. 


Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered, by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: ; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to lay 
before the Senate such information as may be in his 
ment, in reference to such troops of the State of Texas as 
may now be, or heretofore have been, in service in that 
State, and who have not been paid by the Government of 
the United States, together with estimates of the amount 
necessary to pay said troops. 


MOSES D. HOGAN. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred House bill for indemnifying Moses D. 
Hogan for cattle destroyed by the Indians in 
1842, to report it back and recommend its ‘ 
As it is a small bill, and one of undoubted justien; 
I hope it will be acted on now. 





Mr. SHIELDS presented the memorial of Jesse | 
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| Dover, of Iowa,}] and also to the Senator from 


_ and insert, as a substitute, the proposition whi 


up, thafit will be with the lnderstanding thay 


, 





January ll, 


The Senate, as in Committee 
proceeded to consider the bill. ft wey WO 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasy poy 6 
Moses D. Hogan, or his | represcatas™ 

500, in full satisfaction of his claim scsi... 
nited States for cattle taken or destroyed j the 
ear 1842, by a band of Indians, supposed tet te 
portion of the Sioux, while he was conveyi me 
cattle to a post of the United States, avon 
Fort Snelling, in pursuance of a contract en “ 
into with Amos J. Bruce, a sub agent ai . 
United States for the Sioux Indians, te 
The bill was reported to the Senate With 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, reag c 
third time, and passed. uke 

. ROCK ISLAND, ILLINO!Is, 

Mr. SHIELDS. I hope the Senate wij} ind 
me by taking up the bill to “ authorize the 
of Rock Island, in the State of Illinois, ang for 
other purposes.”” It was reported by the Com. 
mittee on Public Lands early in the last session. 
but its passage was arrested here on accoun: 9 
the War Department objecting to the sale of , 
portion of the island. Since then we have 
unanimously upon an amendment which we y; 
to have passed. I have submitted it to the chip, 
man of the Committee on Public Lands, (Mr, 


Michigan, (Mr. Sruakr,] who is on the com. 
mittee, and to the Secretary of War, and all agree 
to it. I shall, therefore, if the bill be taken up 
move to strike out all after the enacting clause 


has received their sanction. 
Mr. BAYARD. I hope, if that bill be taken 


the expiration of the morning hour, we shall pro. 
ceed with the unfinished business of yesterday— 
the bill to amend and modify the judicial system, 
I do not think any other bill ought to take pre. 
cedence of that. , 

Mr. SHIELDS. This bill will pass withoy 
any difficulty. It will not interfere with the 
judiciary bill. : 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of thte Whole, resumed the consid. 
eration of the bill. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I move to strike out all after 
the enacting clause of the bill, and insert the fol: 
lowing as a substitute: 

That David B. Sears be, and he is hereby, authorized 
to enter the fractional quarter sections of land on Rock 
Island, in the Mississippi river, and State of Illinois, 
necessary to secure to him the full and complete use of the 
water-power as now improved and used by him on thenorth 
side of said island, (they being the east half of the south. 
west fractional quarter of fra:tional section twenty-nine, 
containing twenty-eight and ten one-hundrethis acres; the 
southeast fractional quarter of the same fractional section 
containing four and nine one-hundreths acres; and the 
northeast fractional quarter of fractional section thirty-two, 
containing three and twenty-six one-hundreths acres ; all of 
which are situated in township eighteen north of the base 
line, range one, west of the fourth principal meridian.) 
upon his paying to the receiver of public moneys at Dixon, 
tbe minimum price of $1 25 per acre for the same, upon 
which a final certificate and patent shall issue, as in other 
cases. 

The amendment was agreed to. The bill was 
reported to the Senate as amended, and the amend- 
ment was concurred in. The bill was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. It was read the 


third time, and the question was, shall the bil 
? 


ss? 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. This bill, 1, believe, 
was reported by the Committee on Public Lands 
at the last session, if I recollect aright, ie 
Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Srvart.] Afier 
that, there was some recommendation, or sug 
committee from the Sec- 


gestion, received by the » 
the sale and disposition 


retary of War, — 
of Rock Island, which, I remember, made an im- 
ero on my mind at the time. Probably the 

ill, in all ts, was not such as it should be. 
I ask my friend from Illinois, therefore, to co 
sent that the bill shall lie over until to-morrow. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I believe the honorable Ses- 
ato#was not in his seat when I stated that I had 
prepared an amendment to this bill, which ws 
satisfactory to the Department, to the comsenitiets 
and to myself. That amendment hasbeen er 
It contains no provision for the sale of the isian®s 
it only peers to give Mr. Sears a preémpuon 

ight to his small tract of land. 

a DODGE, of Iowa. Then I hope the-ill 

wi 
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ee i h ensation of 
ist ion, to increase the com : 
ne ree the Supreme Court of the United 
0 bey ee and members of both Houses of Congress. 
ng the Mr BRODHEAD. If we are to lay aside the 
T Dew 7 for the reorganization of the Poot for the 
Ntered : ose of taking up any other, ! must insist on 
of the voveediNg with the bounty land bill. We con- 


id nator from North Carolina, and I shall go with | 
e sale im for its consideration at the proper time; but 
id for joes seem to me that we ought to dispose of the 
Con. sunty land bill which was under consideration a 
. 0. 
ma Mr gor NSON. If the honorable Senator 
tof, MiMrom North Carolina, and the honorable Senator | 
greed om Pennsylvania, will yield for. the present, I | 
: Wish nould be glad to have an opportunity to call up | 
chair. ‘oint resolution which was yesterday reported 
(Mr. the Committee on Printing, in regard to a 
from estion, which is, I believe, by our rules, a privi- 
com. ed question, as being immediately connected 
agree ith the transaction of the business of this body. 
D up, refer to the joint resolution in reference to the 
lause, xecution of the engraving of maps and charts for 
which oneress. This is not the first time when that 
westion has been presented tous. It was called 
taken > our attention at the last session, and recent 
nat at ents have shown the importanceof prompt action || the proposition now 
| pro- it. 1 do not believe the consideration of the | 
ay— solution to which | have referred will consume ‘| crease the 
stem, auch time, perhaps not more tham five minutes. 
} pres he Committee on Printing believe it should be 
ssed at once, in order that Senators may be 
thout nabled to get perfect copies of the works which 
1 the re to be fiatributed among the people. I ask, 
herefore, that we shall proceed to the considera- | 
te, ag jon of that joint resolution. 
nsid- The PRESIDENT. The question is on the 
notion of the Senator from North Carolina to 
‘after eup the bill which he has mentioned. 
¢ fol. Mr. BADGER. I perceive, sir, that, as usual, 
; e are to spend the day in determining what busi- 
_~ ss we shall take up. If gentlemen prefer that 
ino, ourse, 1 shall make no objection. If it is not 
of the e pleasure of the Senate to proceed to the con- 
north ideration of the bill which 1 have indicated, I | 
> hall be satisfied. All [ want is a vote upon that || horrence in threatened woes, from which | am as 
s; the estion. If it is the pleasure of the. Senate to | anxious to escape as that Senator can be. The 
ection d to the consideration of that bill, I think || only true and safe rule is, do justly, and “ render 
d the hey ought to have an opportunity of doing so. | 
ges All I ask is simply a decision of the Senate 
e bast hether they will proceed to its considerati#n or || and not, as the Senator insisted the other day, the 
dian.) ot. Now, as to the bill of my friend from Penn- || cost of living here in Washington, which is more 
)ixon, lvania, and the bill of my friend from Arkansas. 
i Dn the first, | have already 
a strong friend of it. In rd to the second, 
ei fit. But, at the same time, this bill of mine |! patriotism, and other vulgar and pernicious indul- 
ed to mt vim Sel for a long time; I have given || gences of depraved and groveling appetites. The 
{ the everybody. 
» bill Mr. JOHNSON. Will’ the Senator allow me elsewhere, just as he chooses, so that we have no 
word of explanation ? 
lieve, Mr. BADGER. Certainly. 
ands 
the 1 
fer know that the joint resolution to which I referred || should determine this question; for I maintain that 
sug: ill occupy but little time; and I believe that, by 
oe fers is a privileged question. 
: in r. BADGER. Not here. : 
y the r. JOHNSON. Then I am misinformed. I men. 
id be. now that such is the case in the other House, 
) con- ith the rules of which I am more familiar. I 
Assure the Senator that I did not oppose his || | must say, I think they are; the 
 Sen- notion from any desire to impede his wishes. 
T had a, BADGER. I know that. 
b was motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
sitter, n Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
ted. ration of the bill. present com 
land; Mr. BAYARD. 1 did not expect that this bill || should they escape that ‘* outer darkness’? which 
ptien j 
e-bill 1 be compell 


ating members of Congress, and p 
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SGRESSIONAL AND JUDICIAL COMPENSA- | allow them an annual salary, I could vote for it. | in some quarters, have concluded that such ser- 
ONG | 


Mr. BADGER. 1 ask the Senate now to take || vote for cheerfully as a separate bill. I shall vote 
p and dispose of the bill which I submitted early || for the present bill if it be amended so as to be 


for two or three days, and then it gave 
ame the judiciary bill. Itis an important public 
San ‘| think we ought to do justice to the 
i soldiers before voting additional compensation 
yourselves. I am for the bill of the honorable 


mitted myself; 1 | preferences; the mode of living, the quantity, and 


e rules of the body, the question to which it || their bread in the sweat of the brow,’’ in obe- people will only patronize their coaches, they will 
e e 





That portion of it which proposes to increase the || vices are quite too dear at eight dollars a day, and 
|| salaries of Judges of the Supreme Court, I should |, do not care to have any more such, even at that 
| price, judging from the bolt of doom which has 

fallen upon so many of their unfaithful servants, 
|| restricted tothem. I cannot, however, vote fora | and which overhangs so nt more. If Congress- 

bill increasing the present per diem allowance of || men would have better pay, let them earn it fairly 
members of Congress, though it is less than they || and honestly, by doing better work. Especially 
ought to receive since the general increase in the || unpropitious is the present time for preferrin 
cost of living; pecause I believe it would only |, such a claim—so soon after the audacious an 
perpetuate an evil system. I believe that the sys- || execrable attempt “‘to crush out the spirit of 
tem of compensating members of Congress by an | liberty’’ from the hearts of the people, and the 
annual salary would work many benefits. he |, sublime and beautiful illustration of ** popular sov- 
| reasons for that conviction I have heretofore as- |, ereignty’’in the recent election in Kansas, where, 
E to the Senate, and [ shall not now repeat || i 

















| as we are informed by the Governor of that Terri- 
them. I cannot vote for any change in the pres- || tory and others, popular sovereignty had to run 
ent system unless it embodies that principle. _ away from his own ballot-boxes, in order to save 
Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I move to strike out || his democratic Highness from the bludgeons, 
all that portion of the bill which relates to an in- |, bowie-knives, and pistols of an irruptive slave- 
crease of the compensation of the members of the | holding @overeignty. 
two Houses of Congress, and upon that question | What foundation can Congressmen have of an 
| equitable claim for eight dollars a day even, during 
the first month of each séssion, spent as it uni- 
formly is, not so much in the service of the coun- 
question—at least as near the vitals as the pock- | try as in holiday: festivities and amusements? 
et—and having but a short time to serve in the | Little, indeed, earned during one third of this ses- 
Senate, the few remarks which I feel it my duty | sion, and twelve dollars a day this bill proposes to 
to offer, if they should have no other merit, will || pay for that. I will not bea party to any such 
have that, I trust, of disinterestedness and an eye | agreement. 
single to the public interests. While I fullyappre- || Moreover, Mr. President, I do not understand, 
ciate the expanded and liberal views of the distin- | from any quarter, that the people now find the least 
guished Senator who introduced this bill, and | difficulty in obtaining congressional servants at 
accredit him a large measure of patriotism in the || the present price of their service. The trouble 
| rather is in making a selection among the multi- 
ciple appearing to be, the greater the disbursements || tude of aspirants. Even the honorable Senator 
the more pubilc ne must dissent from || himself, who introduced this bill, did not intimate 
efore us. To increase the | any such embarrassment in North Carolina, nor 
pay of Congressmen, would, in my opinion, in- | appear to apprehend the least danger to that vener- 
istempers of the republic, and the || able State from the lack of good and true men, like 
dangers which threaten its existence. | himself, to defend her rights and maintain her 
If the present compensation were really inade- | honor on the floors of Congress; and sure | am, 
quate to the value of the services rendered; if the || in that part of the country in whieh | am ac- 
nation were actually receiving more than an equiv- || quainted, there is no want of men “‘ nothing loth’”’ 
alent for what it pays its congressional servants, || to be persuaded to serve their deer country in this 
then, sir, the proposition would commend itself to |, Capitol for the present compensation. There can 
| my cordial and earnest support; for I am no dis- || be no doubt on this point—every Senator knows 
believer in the Divine declaration that ‘‘the laborer || there are public spirited, self-saving patriots 


I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 





Mr. GILLETTE. This I regard as a vital 








direction of public expenditure—his cardinal prin- 


is worthy of his reward’’—that is to say, ifhe earns || enough in all the States and Territories who, if 
unable exactly to agree with the old Latin poet in 
the sentiment, Dulceet decorum pro patria mori—it 
is pleasant and honorable to die for one’s country— 
are very willing to adopt the sentiment with the 
| slight change of a single word, so that it will read: 
| Dulce et decorum pro patria vivere—-it is pleasant and 
honorable to live for one’s country. Hence, sir, 
the proposition before the Senate seems to me 
| entirely uncalled for and supererdgatory. While 
the supply so greatly outruns the demand, I 
cannot understand the statesmanship, much less 
| the economy, of such a proposition. Why, sir, 
| should a man enter a shop in this city, and 
strangely insist on paying the shopkeeper fifty 
per cent. more than his price for certain goods, of 
which he has a superabundant supply—more 
|| than he can ever oehiche would be thought a 


it, and do not approve, any more than the honor- 
able Senatorfrom North Oarolina, of one man, or 


set of men, living on the unrequited, coerced labor 
of another man, orset of men. Such are not my 
ideas of justice or of honor. Against such wrong- 
doing, such extortion, such consummate injustice, 
the impartial Father of men has published his ab- 





to all their dues.” This is the proper principle 
on which to determine this question, as I think, 


or 1B, according to individual habits, tastes, and 





quality of wine and stronger liquors, which ma 


know of no reason why I should not be in favor ‘be thought necessary by some to stimulate their || little moonstruck, and a candidate for the insare 


| 
um. 


asy! 

Is it not equally irrational, gratuitous, and un- 
wise to propose that the people of this country, 
now bowed down to the very earth by financial em- 
safe criterion in this direction. . barrassments, should pay their congressional! ser- 

When we consider the matter of compensation || vants fifty’per centum more than they now receive 





truth is, a mm may spend more or less here, as 





_Mr. JOHNSON. I have no objection to con- || for services rendered, the amount actual y earned || for their attendance here, when the aspirants are 
idering the bill which the Senator proposes; but || is the main subject for consideration, and this || already so plentiful and persistent, as to be about 


/ as clamorous and annoying as the bawling hack- 
Congressmen, like their constituents, should ‘* eat || men that infest our railway stations? If the dear 


dience to the “ higher law,” or do without eating, || be very well satisfied with forty cents a mile for 
if they will not resign, and give place to better '| travel, and eight dollars a day for service. Shall 
| we offer them more, and thus multiply the number 
The question then resolves itself into this: are i) and intensify their avidity ? 
Congressmen paid already as much as they earn? ] I have another objection to this bill, which to 
ple hardly || me, is insuvmountable. It ignores the gross in- 
receive in return their money’s worth. Mr. Pres- ! equality and glaring injustice which exist in the 
ident, I take no pleasure in saying it, but [ have | present mileage of members of Congress, and 
sometimes thought that the people are afflicted | admitted by every man whom I have ever heard 
with a large number of unprofitable servants— || express his views on the subject, except the 
pany excepted, of course, sir—who, | Senator who introduced this bill. He said, if 
I recollect aright, that it is just, entirely just, 99 


ould come up this morning. I shall not now || awaits incorrigible transgressors, wil! owe their | itis. Let us see how it operates. Those Con- 
lscuss it. I intend ey to assign the reasons || deliverance, not to any salvation obtainable from gressmen from the remote parts of the country, 
ty shal to vote against it. If || such Acts as the atrocious Fugitive Act of the | actually receive some thousands of dollars more 
¢ bill looked to a change in the mode of comper- || Thirty-First Congress, or the perfidious Nebras- | than members living near, and that merely for @ 


to || ka-Kansas act of the Thirty-Third. The people, || few days extra travel in the public service. For 
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example, the Senator living in the rémotest part 
of the most distant State receives as mileage for one 
session of Congress $5,482 40, while the nearest 
Senator receives but $33 60. Now, it is well un- 
derstood that the actual expense of the journey in 
each case is but a pittance of the sums received, so 
that the most distant membér receives one hundred 
and sixty-three times more as mileage than the 
nearest member, and all for a few days, perhaps 
weeks, of extra travel. The same proportion holds 
good for all intermediate distances. Thus, by this 
exorbitant mileage, established at a time when the 
actual expenses of traveling were very great, 
compared with the present reduced rates, were 
absorbed at the last session of the present Congress 
$451,662 82, the benefits of which accrued to the 
members according to their respective distances 
from the seat of Government, ow, sir, if this is 
justice, whatis injustice? The rotten-borough -: 
tem of Great Britain, of which we heard sagnuch a 
few years since, hardly paralleled the rotten mile- 
age nee of the United States. Had there been 
coupled with the proposition before us a plan to 
reduce and equalize the mileage in such a manner 
as to do justice to. all concerned, it would have 
been comparatively unobjectionable. 

Had the distinguished Senator, with the advan- 
tages of his eminent abilities and ripe experience 
in the public councils, instead of bringing forward 


this proposition for the benefit of Congressmen, | 
undertaken to devise some plan for the alleviation || 


of the country from its financial difficulties, and 
brought in a bill to help the pockets of the people 
instead of those of Congressmen, it would have 
evinced a patriotism and fidelity worthy of its 
distinguished source, and won the favorable con- 
sideration of all who are truly concerned for the 
public interests. But the people are litile thought 
of, except in the matter of their votes, while their 
servants are occupied with schemes to feather 


ets. 

The compensation of Congressmen and of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
is now from one hundred to four hundred per cent. 
greater than that of our State Legislators and 
Judges. 


dollars a day, with his exorbitant mileage, and 
some ten or twelve hundred dollars as the value 
of congressional books received for his private 
library, to eke out his,expenses; and if a State 
jadge can baffle famine with the material aid of 
$2,000 or $2,500 a year, a United States judge 
might possibly keep the wolf from the door with 
the help of $4,000. or $4,500 a year. 

But, if I am mistaken in these suppositions, 
sure I am, sir, the clirect and ultimate tendency of 
this measure would be, to clothe this Govern- 
ment with additional consequence in the eyes of 
the country, and proportionally to belittle and dis- 
parage the State Governments; to rear a towering 
giant here, and make abject dwarfs there. I look 
with no complacency upon the aggrandizement of 
the Federal Government, but with dread and dis- 
may. Its powers and influence are already fear- 
fully great, and should be diminished rather than 
in creased. 


semblance of a pretext to exhibit its mighty power 
over the States, by ordering the militaryeforce at 
its command to outrage and dragoon them into 
submission to its imperious will. Far, far be it 
from me, sir, to do anything calculated to clothe 
this overgrown ang menacing giant with stronger 
attractions and a mightier armor, lest he absorb and 
centralize within himself all that remains of the 
appropriate authority and influence of the States, 
and accomplish the fell purpose which, in his 
haughty arrogance, has been boldly declared, and 
** crush out the spirit of liberty ’’ from the hearts 
of the people. Such are, briefly, my reasons for 
the vote which I shall give on this bill. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, | confess Lhave 
been greatly surprised, and I presume my surprise 
has not been greater than that of any other mem- 
ber of this body, at the character of the speech 
which we have heard to-day from the honorable 
Senator from. Connecticut, [Mr. Gitterre,]} in 
opposition to this bill. It proposes to increase the 
per diem compensation of members of this and of 
the other to increase the 


House of preparer and 
annual compensation of the Judges of the Supreme 








It would really seem, sir, if a State legis- || 
lator can live on from two to four dollars a day, that | 
a Congressman might possibly subsist on eight | 
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| Court. The Senator objects against the proposi- 
| tion in both its aspects. 
| If I am able to understand the honorable Sena- 
| tor, the purpose, the end, the scope of his objec- 
| tion to increasing the compensation of members of 
| Congress, it results in this: that the two Houses | 
| of Congress, at the last session, passed the Ne- 
| braska and Kansas bill. For the Senator says it 
is a matter of no sort of importance what may be 
the expenses of members ot Cohataia, singe those 
expenses, he says, may be enlarged or diminished 
according to the style and manner in which gen- 


tlemen live; that it is more expensive to use wine 
| than it is to use cold water; that they, therefore, 
| who choose to enhance the expense of living by 
| using wine instead of cold water, make a volun- 


tary addition to their expenditures at the seat of 


| Government, for which no consideration is due and 
| on account of which no payment should be made 
|| out of the public Treasury; but that the true crite- 


rion by which to estimate what should be paid to 
| members of Congress, i8 the service which they 
| render, the return which they make to their con- 
stituents for the compensation which they receive; 


| 
and, he says, after the enormous exhibition made 


at the last session of Congress of a disposition to 
| destroy and break down the spirit of liberty by 


} the atrocious legislation of that session, it 1s 
| obvious that we deserve nothing more than we 


receive, if, indeed, we ought to be allowed to re- 
tain that which the law now gives us. 

Why, Mr. President, but for the remark 
coming from the honorable Senator from Connec- 
ticut; but for its being gravely delivered in the 
Senate; but for its emanating from a grave mem- 


| ber of this body, it would seem that it could spring 


from nothing but an intense insanity of mind, 
which waters forever present one single idea. Who 
expected this morning, when this bill of mine was 


|| called up, that we should have a dissertation upon 
their own nests, and put money into their pock- | 


the subject of the Kansas and Nebraska bill, the 
question of the fugitive slave law, and the general 
subject of Abolition agitation? Why, sir, have 
we got to be in that situation where nothing can 
be moved, nothing considered, nothing proposed, 
but it must resolve itself into an agitation of the 
slavery question? 

Now, Mr. President, as to the inquiry what 
members of Congress deserve, what their services 
are worth? every gentleman must determine upon 
that point for himself. My own opinion—which 
I took the liberty of expressing in some remarks 
which I submitted when | introduced this bill—is 
that my own services are worth more than the 


| compensation I receive; and, therefore, 1 shall, 


without any sort of hesitation, vote for a bill 
which will give me additional compensation. So 
with regard to every member of this body. If the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut is clearly and 
conscientiously of opinion that his services de- 
serve no more than he now receives, why, of 


| course, he will, as a conscientious and honorable 


man, vote against the measure. = 
But, sir, | submit to the Senate, and I submit to 
the country—for I am not disposed to enter into 


| any investigation of that kind—to pass judgment 
_ upon the good taste of the honorable Senator, who 
_has lately made his appearance in this body, in 
Its Executive branch is already well | 
nigh absolute, and is quick to seize upon any | 


seizing this occasion, which has no connection 
under heaven with the agitating and agitated sub- 


| jects to which he alludes, in making of this an 
| Opportunity for using terms offensive and reproach- 


ful to a large majority of his associates on this 
floor; and, more than that, sir, of using terms 
which imply offensive meaning, not only towards 
ourselves, but towards the large majority of those 
who, in times past, have preceded us in this body. 

For my own part, it is entirely a matter of 
indifference what judgment the honorable Senator 
passes upon the bill of the last session for the 
organization of Nebraska and Kansas. I voted 
for the bill. I voted for it for reasons satisfactory 
to myself and assigned to the Senate and to this 
country, on the floor of the Senate. For those 
opinions which dictated that vote, and for that 
vote, I hold myself responsible to no man in this 
chamber. To my constituents I stand responsible 
for it, and to Him who is the Master of us all. 
The honorable Senator differed from me in opinion 
about that bill. A number of gentlemen on this 
floor differed from me about that bill. When the 
bill was before the Senate, they expressed their 
opinions on that subject in strong and decided 
terms. They voted ugainst the bill. I felt myself 
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as having no right to take an 
views which they entertained 
ain of the votes which 
felt that they had th 
which belonged to me, and that it wen 
cent and unbecomi 
for the discharge 
to myself, but to the constituencies who 
eneral opinion as to 


in me to call them 
duties which the 


here and to their 
welfare of the whoie count 

Sir, 1 had hoped, if we could not 
species of discussion—if we were 
sity of having it brought forward from 
time, ad nauseam, on this floor, that 
might be allowed to pass upon a 
without -having these extraneous, 
could have any influence, 
ations, brought before us. 

The honorable Senator, if I unders 
objects to so much of the bill as 
crease of the compensation of Ju 
preme Court, upon two grounds, T 
that the judges of the State courts are 
paid with $2,000 a year, 
sation of $4,500 is sufficient to be 
Judges of the Supreme Court of the U 
[ leave that syllogism to the judgment of ey. 
man inthe country. A judge in Connect 
judge in Massachusetts, a judge in I}linoj 
judge in North Carolina, receives $2,000 
and is sufficiently paid; th 
justices of the Supreme Court are sufficient} 
with $4,500! That is the Senator’s proposition 
syllogistically stated. If there is any connection be. 
tween the premises and the conclusion, | confess 
myself unable to see it; and so, I apprehend, willbe 
every member of thisbody. And then the second 
objection, if I am able to understand the Senator, 
again resolves itself into slavery and anti-slay 
agitation; he is-unwilling to make any increase of 
compensation to the judges, because—why? Be 
cause they have resolutely endeavored to carry 
into execution a constitutional law of the United 
States. Now that is the whole matter. 

Mr. President, I am sincerely sorry that the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut should have 
felt himself obliged, in point of duty, to bring 
forward topics of this kind on this bill. 

Mr. GILLETTE. The Senator is mistaken, 
if he states that I object to it because of any decis- 
ion of the Supreme Court. 
I made any exceptions to the bill on that ground. 
My objection to. it, was, that the tendency of itis 
to magnify this Government at the expense of the 
State governments. That was the point which! 
endeavored to present. 

Mr. BADGER. 


embarrassing Consider. 


and therefore a com 


erefore the associa 


I do not recollect that 


I am very glad indeed to 
learn that I misunderstood the honorable Senator. 
Though he did not express himself distinctly in 
several of the remarks he made, | collected the 
generat bearing of his objection to be, not what 
these judges had done in the Supreme Court, but 
what the Judges of the Supreme Court had done 
harge of their circuit duties, 
w of the United States which 
was obnoxious to popular opinion. So far from 
considering that as an objection to making them 
independent in their position, I should have sup- 
posed it would furnish a strong reason to ev 
well constituted mind, why the 
independent and capable, as we 
times to exert their legal and constitutional pow- 
ers in support of the law, whether it met with 
vor, or whether it met with popu 
disfavor. But I am glad to understand 
conceived the Senator; and [ willingly, therefor, 
retract—I do it with great pleasure—the 0 

tion which I made in that connection. 

But, Mr. President, I was about to say—#d 
there to leave any question between 
Senator and myself—that I could but feel so 
he should think it necessary, upon a bill of this 
tind, to introduce such topics as he has adverted 
to.. We shall have agitation enoug 
have angry discussion enough; we 8! 
which we may bring forv 
Calculated to irritate here, and to rit 
oe for God’s sake eet us 
occasion to in these topics, and to 
* sien eae state of 
ect of legislation. - 


elsewhere, in the di 
towards enforcing a 


find ics u 
topies upon 


us continually an 

in connection with every subj 
Sir, I have submitted h 

to restate them; I am not in 


the habit of doing #°%) 
the reasons why I think it preéminently impr 
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a trictly just, and, in ect to the public, 
the wat an a, neoen that this additional compen- on ; e. I 
ts oe rig! should be granted to both these classes of || cern; it is not the concern of the honorable Sena- || upon a point of real, not imaginary, delicacy, why 

. on servants. tor from Connecticut. If he chooses to pass his || many gentlemen should not express opinions on 
tht Porhe honorable Senator says, however, that, so || time in using libations of cold water, he has a per- || that subject. I have expressed them, because, 





As to the mode in which honorable gentlemen 


tlemen, whose opinions were far more worthy of 
who come here mayechose to live, it is their con- 


consideration than mine. It is manifest, too, 


















































| forward this bill. All men will acquit him of any 


pensation received as a member of this body, in || against striking it from the bill. If, however, it || impropriety. All will see the purity of motive 


order to defray my expenses. What is true of || shall be the pleasure of the Senate to strike it out 


de. far from there being a difficulty in procuring per- || fect righy to do it; and { am the last man on earth || upon the question of mileage, | never had any in- 
Stiog to represent the States on this floor, the diffi- who Would call him in question for it. I assame | terest. My own mileage has always been so 
not — often is in making a selection between those || no jurisdiction or superintendence over his habits || small and inconsiderable, that if it had been strick- 
hem po breton candidates who are willing to engage in || of life. - If other gentlemen think preiee to indulge || en out, it would have made no material diminu- 
: the aa ublic service at the present rate of compen- || in the fruit of the vine, he has as little right to || tion in the amount of compensation which | re- 
ae Why surely, sir, so it is, and so, I trust, || exercise a supervision over their habits in that || ceived. For this reason it has happened that 
hig aaa will be, that there is some higher and || respect. That isa matter which every gentleman || persons situated as I am, without interest in the 
oe: it der feeling or principle operating upon the | must regulate for himself: but that subject, || question of mileage, have been those only who 
eto a ‘ds of American statesmen and American cit- || I will say—it is due after what I have said, in jus- || rave taken any part in the discussions upon it. 
We an than the mere consideration of making || tice to myself, to say—that my expenditures here || But we have shown over and over again by our 
this iat in the service of their country. I shoul have not resulted from extravagance of living; || votes, that a decided majority of the Senate con- 
they atl myselfif I were capable of being influenced, || all my friends who best know my personal habits || sider the present arrangement we I consider 
ider. po my country needs my services, by inquiries || know that this is true; and therefore, I conclude | itso. I havestated why! consider itso. I have 
whether [ could add to my private fortune by dis- || that other gentlemen upon this floor who come || never heard any answer given to the views 
him charging my public duty. I doubt not, if my || here, and who live in the first-class houses in the || which | expressed on that subject. Well, then, 
in, own State were in a situation to need the services || city, where, I presume, it is expected membersof | how stands the case? The honorable Senator 
Su. of her sons, at whatever personal sacrifice or || Congress shall live; and who bring, as every gen- from Connecticut thinks this system of mileage 
t is, inconvenience, without a penny of compensation, || tleman ought to do who has them, his wife and | is grossly unjust and unequal, for which he gives 
nly resent of prospective, certain or contingent, she || children, to spend with hima portion of theirtime, || no other reason than his own opinion. A ma- 
pen- could look through the broad expanse of her ter- || occasionally in his company, must be placed in || jority of the Senate have, in all time past thought, 
the ritory and select at her pleasure, those upon whom the same situation, in the ratio between receipt | and now think, that it is not grossly unjust and 
ules she would devolve the discharge of this duty, | and expenditure, which | have realized in my own | unequal, There stands the question. ; 
very rewarded by nothing but her approbation and the | case. I do not regret the loss which [ have sus- || __I am sorry to have been led into this discussion. 
t, a consciousness of right doing. But that is not the tained in the public service. Though I may not || I did not intend this morning, to say a word on 
ora question for us. The question is whether a |) have been enabled tu do anything for the country || the subject. 
ear, country abundantly rich, prosperous beyond ex- 1 at large, and but little for the State which sentme || Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, if I could 
cate ample inthe history of the world, shall tax the | here, I have this‘ consolation: that at all times and || give a vote on this question without being mis- 
paid patriotic devotion of her citizens in the rendering || on all occasions I have endeavored, to the best of | understood, I should certainly prefer to remain 
ion, of these public services, and leave them, not | my ability, to serve her and to serve the Union. | silent; but for fear my vote may be misunderstood, 
1 bee without accumulation of fortane—that is what no | I regret not what is past, but I desire, if possible, || I aek to be indulged in a very few remarks. 
fess man asks—but subjects them, whilst they sur- | to prevent, to some extent at least, aaa oceur- || I have served, sir, for a long period in this body; 
ll be render their best days to their first duty—the | Fences for the future among gentlemen who may || and I concur with the honorable Senator from 
‘ond service of the republic—to a gradual diminution of || succeed me on this floor. || North Carolina, that the Senators of the United 
itor, those private means by which they hoped ulti- A few words now as to the amendment which States are not compensated for the services which 
very mately to discharge their second duty, which is to || has been moved by my honorable friend from they render to the country. This much | will 
¢ of leave their children in a state of competency when | lowa. He proposes to strike out from this bill so | concede to the honorable Senator. Like him, 
Be they themselves sink into the grave. | much as provides for an increase of the compen- | — ago, I abandoned a lucrative practice to come 
arry Mr. President, upon that subject I beg to say, || sation of the members of the two Houses of Con- ere; but { will not indulge myself with speaking 
ited that, while it would be right and proper that those || gress. I shall voteagainst thatamendment because || of the sacrifices which I have made. | know very 
services should be asked and received by thecoun- || I believe the increase ought to be made. It is just, | well that there aré no men in this country paid 
the try, in its necessity and distress, if it were crippled || it is reasonable, it is due that it should be made; || worse than the Senators of the United States who 
have and impoverished, not only at less pay than we || and believing that, I will not consent to separate | reside within five hundred miles of the Capitol. 
ring now receive, but with nothing at all, and though |/ one meritorious class of public servants from || For this session my ee eae eae is but 
we should all, I doubt not, render them with the || another in the proposed increase. It is true, I || little more than that of a page of the Senate; not ja 
ken, utmost cheerfulness, at whatever expense or what- || admit, that when members of Congress pass a bill | half that of one of the messengers of the Senate. 
ecis ever sacrifice, is it right that the ‘ith, the opulent, || for the purpose of enlarging their own compensa- || Under these circumstances, no man will pretend 1 
that the prosperous, the mighty nation to which we || tion, upon the first appearanée, it strikes us as if || to say that the ere is adequate for the és 7 
und. belong, should ask such sacrifices from her public | there was something indelicate in it. But ifthere || services rendered. | aes 
itis servants? It is not right, sir. || be an indelicacy, it is one which is forced upon My honorable friend from North Carolina has , * 
f the Now, though it may be, perhaps, a little out of us by the Constitution of the United States. That || stated to us, in the course of his remarks, that the : ae 
ich L taste, | will, with regard to myself, state what has || Constitution has not vested in any other public || reason why he had never introduced a proposi- i 4 
been the result of congressional services upon || functionary or functionaries the power to determ- | tion of this kind before, until he was about to : | 
d to me. I first left at home an honorable and lucra- || ine on the compensation of the members of the || leave the Senate, was the apprehension that he ; sae 
ator. tive profession. I stopped the income there upon F two Houses. It has fixed that power here, and || might be misunderstood. That was a rational & facia 
y in which I hada right to depend, and upon which it || therefore, when there is a real. cause for such an || apprehension; and I stand now precisely in the a oe i 
| the was my duty to depend, both for myself for the | increase it is not indelicate because it is necessary. ! attitude in which he stood, when he thought he '% ti 
what present, and for those for whom I am bagnd to || It is not indelicate, because there is no other tribu- 1 ought not to move in the matter lest he should be & oe / 
, but provide in the future. I came here, and [ have || nal to which we can refer the question. Itis not | misunderstood. He can vete for this measure . Pete 
done now, exclusive of this session, served here through |! indelicate; becaush, to say that, is to charge the | without any imputation upon him. He will not > i 
ties, four Congresses, and every Congress has resulted || framers of the Constitution with having imposed || receive under it anything which anybody will ; ous 
- : my being compelled to add from two thousand || on Congress the necessity of indelicacy. Being | imagine could possibly have induced him to bring id 
rom ve handred to three thousand dollars to my com- || right, I shall vote for it. Being right, I shall vote te 4 
aif 


by which he has been actuated. But, sir, with 


myself, is true, I am sure, of many other of my || I shall still vote with great heartiness for the resi- || a large class of the community, how will the matter 


riends on this floor. Task, can that be right? || due of the bill, being always willing, if I cannot || stand with me and other men, situated in like cir- 


4 





a 
aa 
at all Would the people of a great country, if they un- |! accomplish all the good which seems to be before || cumstances with me? Here are more than four ig 
pow- derstood it, otherwise than scorn to receive ser- || me, to accomplish as much of it as I can. | — of my term of service remaining unexpired. A 1 
with vices unrequited? 1 do the people of the United There is one remark which | ought to make— || I am called upon to vote for a proposition which vi 
pular tates the justice to believe that if this subject || it is due to the occasion to make it—before I take || is to put money into my pocket. [never did it; hil 
| mis were properly understood by them, there would || my seat. The honorable Senator from Connec- || and if I coritinue to feel as 1 do now, I never =H 
= en response from one end of the nation || ticut has alluded to what he considers the gross || shall. I did not come here for the sake of the 
er— 


“It is unjust; itis unfair, it is un- || injustice of the present system of mileage; and, || compensation. | knew that it was inadequate 


worthy of us; and let this wrong, this injustice, if | understood him rightly, he said that the in- | when I acce the commission; but [ am willing 
so unworthy of us, be at once corrected.’ | 


ee ae 


eS Gees be et, 
So A a be Semnifermere Sst 


Such || justice of it had been admitted by every gentle- || to perform the service upon the terms on which I 
prable tere as these I could not have made at an || man whom he had heard express an opinion on || entered into the contract. When I find that the 
y that ~ er part of my service here without being mis- || the subject, except myself. gr, if the honorable sacrifice is too great for me, I shall retire from the 
f = _ aoe “My connection with the public ser- || Senator had been a member of this body as long || public service. But, sir, whenever a proposition 
vert . a ee United States is soon to close. I shall || as | have been, he would have had an oppor- || 18 made here to do justice to other gentlemen, if I 
- shal a this Chamber; I shall leave it to return to it || tunity of hearing some of the gnost able and || can possibly do it without committing myself, in 
nr ion and I can, therefore, without impro- || distinguished men who have ever sat in the halls | such a way as, perhaps, to ruin my own useful- 
‘. i A eee me mm regard to myself, what can no || of Congress, ex rempthe same opinion which [ || ness amongst my countrymen hereafter, by sub- 
ss - io misunderstood as to its motive or pur- || expressed. | will i ce no other example than || jecting myself to an imputation which | weierty 
18 co t which is calculated to show to the con- || the late Mr. Calhoun. When on more than one || scorn, I am willing to give a vote which shall 
Aa shee ae of usall the condition in which hopes occasion, we received,propositions from the House | compensate them. | am willing to vote now to 
mat Public servants here; whichunderstanding, || of Representatives to limit and restrict the mile- || increase the compensation of my successor, and 
on “Y conviction of their in ty and right feeling | age, the Senate uniformly and clearly voted them || those who come after us. 


* such that I am satisfied they would d its |; down. On those occasions, the sentiments which I do not think that the measure of justice pro- 


I have expressed, were announced by other gen- j posed by the bill is equal among the Senators but 
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I do not intend to discuss that point, I only wish 
to say, that to me, personally, the good opinion 
of that class of people who never will be made 
,as my friend seems himself to think,) to under- 
stand this subject, is of more value, by far, than 
all the increased compensation which may be given 
by the bill; and rather than lose that good opinion, 
I should give up the whole a Tyee 

This is a delicate and difficult subject to talk 
upon; I do not wish to say too much upon it. I 


repeat that I am perfectly conscious that the com- | 


pensation is insufficient, and I am willing to vote 
sufficient compensation to others. 1 am willing 
and anxious to increase the rks acgeamcees of my 
successor, but I cannot vote for t 

thi# bill, which increases the compensation of the 
present members of Congress, and puts mone 
into my own pocket. Senators of the United 
States are not rewarded for their services. Per- 
hape it is not going tob far to oar that the public 
servants of the people of the United States are 


worse paid than those of any other people in the |, 


world. Who of them is properly paid? The 
Judges of the Supreme Court are not sufficient! 
paid. For that portion of my friend’s bill which 


proposes to increase the compensation of those | 


judges I shall vote with all my heart; but { donot 
mean to place myself in a position so easily liable 
to misconstruction, as I should do, by casting a 
vote for increasing my own compensation. 

Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, 1 did not in- 
tend to say anything with regard to this bill, and 
I shall now say but a few words, for the purpose, 
merely, of preventing an impression in any quar- 
ter, that the vote which I may give is for a 
the reasons suggested by my colleague, [Mr. | 
Gittette.} I differ from him totally. 1 think || 
the compensation of members of Congress and of |, 
Judges of the Supreme Court is entirely inade- 
quate and ought to be increased. I have nothing | 
to say with regard to the impressions which may || 
influence the minds of others. Every Senator and || 
every Representative, voting upon this bill, must || 
judge for himself; but I should be very unwilling || 
to have it supposed, by any vote which I give, | 
that | deem the present compensation of any class | 
of officers mentioned in this bill, at all adequate— 
an assumption which is entirely contrary to the || 
truth. 

I think, sir, it is contrary to the true policy of | 
this Government to exclude from public service, 
as a matter of necessity, a large class of men of | 
the highest ability, who yet, from pecuniary con- 
siderations, are unable to devote themselves to the 
service of the country. I deem it contrary to the 
true popular principle, that it should be rendered 
impossible for men in moderate circumstances, | 
without any independent income of their own, to || 
enlist themselves in the public service; not that | 
they would refuse to embark in it in a case of the 
highest necessity, but there are few cases where | 
men are called upon, from the necessities of the | 
occasion, to sacrifice themselves and their families | 
in order to answer a call from the country, upon | 
the bench, or in either House of Congress. | 

I am, therefore, willing to go for any measure || 
which will accomplish the end I have in view, || 
(that is, to place these servants of the public upon | 
a footing which I think the public interests re- | 
quire,) if it can be done consistently with that, | 
perhaps groundless, delicacy which has ever gov- | 
erned me in reference to the public service. ‘The | 
vote which | shall give upon this bill, is controlled | 
by that consideration, and that consideration alone. | 
I say nothing ds to the impression of others. 

r. BUTLER. | understood that the orderof 
the day was the bill to amend the judicial system 
of the United States, and I hope we shall proceed 
to its consideration. 

_Mr. BADGER. Let us have a vote upon this 


ill. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. It is quite evident that 
there are several Senators who desire to say a few 


| 
Ht 














€ proposition in | 
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| of; and I can tell my friends that, with their judi- 

|| ciary bills, and their old soldier bills, we may not 

| get this up atall. 

| Mr. BRODHEAD. Then we had better pro- 

| vide for the old soldiers. 

| Mr. BADGER. The difficulty is, that we shall 
be certain to do that; butif we push this bill aside, 

|| we may not get it up again. Cale we can post- 
pe it until to-morrow, at half past twelve o’clock, 

|| | shall resist the motion. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I make the motion to post- 

| pone the bill until to-morrow, at half past twelve 

| o’clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 


] REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


Mr. EVANS. I wish to call up the bill which 
|| was made the special order for to-day; but I see 
| that there is no chance to have it considered at 
present. I wish to call it up merely for the pur- 
|| pose of having it postponed until Monday. I 
refer to the bill to provide for the payment of rev- 
| olutionary claims. . 
|| The PRESIDENT. As that bill was made the 
special order for to-day, it will not lose its place 
as a special order even if it should not now be 
| taken up. 


Mr. EVANS. Then I am satisfied. 


JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
|| resumed the consideration of the bill to modify 
|}and amend the judicial system of the United 
| States, the pending question being on the amend- 
|| ment of Mr. Cuasx to add to the first section the 
|| following: 


| 







| be reduced to six ; and the Supreme Court shall thereafter 


| Hunter, Mallory, 


And no vacancy occurring in the office ef an Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court shall be filled by a new ap- 
pointment until the number of members of the court shall 


consist of a chief justice and five associate justices. 


The question was taken by yeas and nays, with 
the following result: . 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Brainerd, Cass, Cooper, 
Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Gillette, Houston, Pearce, Rock- 
well, Rusk, Sumner, Wade, and Weiler—16. 

NAYS—Mesere. Adams, Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, 
Brodhead, Brown, Butler, Clayton, Dawson, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Evans, Geyer, Hun- 
ter, James, Jones of lowa, Maliory, Mason, Morton, Pratt, 
Reid, Sebastian, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, 
and Toucey—27. . 


So the amendment was rejected. The question 
recurred on the amendment of Mr. Geyer to 
strike out the first section of the bill, in the follow- 
ing words: 

‘* That from and after the passage of this act, the Justices 
of the Supreme Court of the United States shall not, as 
heretofore, be required to perform circuit duty, but they 
shall continue to have and exercise the same jurisdiction 
and powers now vested in them by law, within any of the 
circuits in which they may respectively reside, in allowing 
writs of habeas corpus, and writs of €rror, granting injunc- 
tions, and doing all other acts which may be done at cham- 
bers and out of term.’ 

The yeas and nays being taken on this propo- 
sition, resulted—yeas 12, nays 25; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Chase, Dodge of Iowa, Doug- 
las, Fessenden, Foot, Geyer, Gillette, Jones of Lowa, Pratt, 
Sumner, and Wade—12. 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell, 
Benjamin, Butler, Cass, Dawson, Evans, Fish, Houston, 

Mason, Morton, Pearce, Reid, Rockwell, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toucey, 
and Weller—25. 

So the motion to strike out was rejected. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is now on 

the adoption of the amendment offered as a sub- 
stitute by the Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Dove- 
Las. ] 
Mr. CHASE, I do not rise for the purpose of 
adding anything in support of the amendment 
which I offered; but as 1 happened to be out of 
the Chamber when the vote was taken upon it, I 
ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to be 
allowed to record my vote for it. 


Mr. BADGER. That cannot bedone. It is 





|| a bad precedent. 





wordson thissubject. The bill wasunexpectedly | Mr. CHASE. .I presume it can be done by 
taken up this morning. I hope it will go over | unanimous consent. 

until to-morrow morning, at any rate, and that | The PRESIDENT. Th e is imperative, 
we shall either take up the bill of the honorable | that ‘*no member shall be itted, under any 
Senator from South Carolina, or the bill to which | circumstances whatever, to vote after the decision 
{ alluded early thismorning. I move to postpone || is announced from the Chair.’2, Unanimous con- 
the further consideration of this subject until to- | sent cannot dispense with this rule. The question 
morrow. | before the Senate is on the substitute for the bill 

Mr. BADGER. I have no objection to that, if | offered by the Senator from Illinois. 

we can ne it until to-morrow, at half past | Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Missouri 
twelve o’clock. I wish to have the bill disposed | [Mr. Geyer] proposes to offer some amendments 








January 1], 


to that substitute; perhaps other Sena 


vn pam eens offer; 1 ask, therefore = = be 
read section by section, so that i 
be offered. . : amendments cay 
The PRESIDENT. That course will be 
ute Sec ceed ee 
e retary pro ed to read 
tute by sections. Tt was published io Ya 
ceedings of Friday the 5th instant. 
When the reading of the third section (which 
proposes to have a court of appeals in each d 
cuit, ee of the ee Judges and the chie 
justice of any Territory or Territories, wh; 
be in the eircait) wes tendbuhed. _ — 
Mr. DOUGLAS said: The Senator 
| souri has an amendment to offer to this Secti 
He is pot in at present, but he will be here vs 
few minutes. Let the reading be continued. < 
can afterwards recur to this section, aT 
__ The Secretary continued to read the substitu, 
| When he had read the fifth section, in regard ;, 
_ the terms and places of holding the circuit cours 
Mr. DOUGLAS said: I suppose it will no, 
be necessary to fill those blanks in commitis 
The test question on the substitute can be taker 
without that; and if it be adopted in commitis 
| I shall move to fill the blanks in the Senate. ' 
The Secretary proceeded to read the sixth anj 
seventh sections, but was again interrupted } 
Mr. DOUGLAS, who said: The Senator fo, 
whom I sent is engaged, so that it is impossibje 
for him to be here. On consultation with the 
chairman of the Committee on the Judici 
| {Mr. Burrer] I understand there wil! be no 0. 
jection on his part to postponing the bill untij 
Monday, with the understanding that we shaij 
then come here prepared to vote on this question, 
1 therefore move its postponement until Monday 
next, with that understanding. 
Mr. BUTLER. We must take it up then. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BUTLER. Make it the special order for 
one o’clock. 
| Mr. DOUGLAS. I include that in my motion, 
Mr. BUTLER. It is very important that this 
| bill should be disposed of, as I see it is in the wa 
of a great many others; though I do not think 
that a very great objection, because some of the 
others might as well be dispensed with. How- 
ever, I do not wish to deprive my colleague on 
the committee of the opportunity of proposing 
such an amendment as he may think proper. He 
is engaged in the court below, and both courtesy 
and respect for his judgment, induce me to yield 
to the motion of the Senator. 
The motion was agreed to. 


EXTENSION OF BOUNTY LAND LAWS. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I move that the Senate 

roceed to the consideration of the bounty land 

etre 

Mr. ADAMS. I claim precedence for a prior 
special order, which has already given way stv- 
eral times to other bills. It is the bill to establish 
the Department of Law, to prescribe certain duties 
of the Radice and Comptrollers of the Treasury, 
and for other purposes. ° If it is not the pleasure 
of the Senate to consider that bill now, | shall not 
attempt to call it up again. I think it is neces- 
sary for the proper management and conduct of 
the Departments of ton Tismienest to have it 
prot but, I repeat, if.it is not the pleasure of the 

nate te consider it, I shall not ask it again. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bill ‘‘ in addition 
to certain acts granting bounty land to certain 
officers and soldiers who have been engaged in the 
military service of the United States.” 

When it was last under consideration, on the 
4th instant, Mr. Fessenpen had moved to am 
it by inserting, in the first section, amnang those 
who are to be entitled to the benefits of the bill 
the words: 

“Or any armed force employed by any State for the Oi 
tection of its territory, and whose services have been Pp» 
for by the United States, or whe went as voluntecrs ee 
invasion of Piattsburg by British troops in®eptember, !* 

Mr. BADGER had moved to amend that amen¢- 
ment by striking out the words ‘and whose set" 
vices have been paid for by the United ee 
and the pending question was on that amendmen 
to the amendment. . 

Mr. STUART. I donot wish to delay acti 
on the bill, but I barely desire to suggest to o 
Senator from Pennsylvania, that I have within 


the pro. 


from Mis. 
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